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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE JR. COMPANY, KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

The Ancestry of the

Shakespeare Hand-Made Reels

AM an enthusiastic angler and bait-caster.

I have learned what a good reel ought to accomplish.

In former years I made reels for the love of it—mot for profit.

I made them as an artist makes his pictures—as the sculptor finishes the statue, care-
fully and lovingly, to see how much merit could be incorporated into them.

Sometimes I made one as a gift to a friend. Soon I had a great many friends.

Making fine reels and making them right was a pleasure. My friends agreed that

owning such reels was also a pleasure.

I became convinced that it would be profitable to place my reels upon the market. I did so
and they were most enthusiastically received.

Many thoughtful anglers and bait-casters said to me, “If a fine watch can be made and sold
for $5 to $10, why can not a fine reel be made for the same price?”

My reply was, “It can be if the same skilled watchmakers, with the same high-class and costly
special machines, are provided, and the necessary time and care given to adjustment and inspection.”

I determined, too, that I would be the one to do it.

I spent more than three years, and a snug fortune, in building special machmes and trammg
expert watchmakers to my particular work.

The beautiful Shakespeare hand-made reels are the result.

Anglers and bait-casters everywhere tell me that these reels are well-nigh perfection.

Full descriptions of my fine reels are given in the following pages.

You will find them interesting and instructive reading.

Very fraternally,

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, JR.
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No. 1042—Universal, 60 yards. Price, $1.75.

No. 1063—Universal, 80

yards. Price, $2.00.

4

Shakespeare
Fine Hand-Made Reels

Are in a class alone—finely organized, symmetrically

beautiful, accurately adjusted, and wonderfully strong
and durable. They are velvety and silent in action, and
spin freely with very light impulse.

If desired, agate jeweled spool caps will be placed
upon any reel at an additional cost of $1.00; jeweled
spool bearings and caps will be placed upon any reel not
regularly furnished with them, at an additienal cost of
$3.00.

Where a reel is furnished with either solid or
“take-down” frame, please state which is desired.

The spool capacity of each reel is based upon our
Size 1, “Indian” Silk Line. The weight of each reel, as
given, is without packing.

The Shakespeare “Universal”:

The Shakespeare Universal is a high-grade low-
priced reel, made of good materials, nickel-plated, and
is fully guaranteed. It is built of hard-drawn brass and
steel, which give it strength and lasting qualities. The
journals being burnished, cause the reel to run very
smoothly and quietly.

The pinion is of steel, engaging in hard brass driv-
ing gear, which insures a minimum amount of wear.

This reel has a handsome box pattern head, with
fluted and beaded edges. The crank handle is accu-
rately counterbalanced. The grip is of ivoroid, which

_resembles-ivory, and is a durable material.

The Universal is furnished with the new Shakespeare
“Harmonic” Click, with hardened steel ratchet and click
pawl. All parts are hand-fitted and guaranteed accurate
to 1/1000 of an inch., The frame is solid, this reel not
being made in the ‘“take-down” pattern,

Made in the following sizes; quadruple multiplying:
No. 1021.—Length of pillars, 1 inch; diameter of spool,

1Y% inches; capacity, 40 yards; weight, 574 ounces.

Price, each, $1.50. G- e
No. 1042.—Length of pillars, 1 5/16 inches; diameter

of spool, 174 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 6

ounces. Price, each, $1.75.° : d
No. 1063.—Length of pillars, 154 inches; diameter of

spool, 134 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 6

ounces. Price, each, $2.00.
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The Shakespeare Favorite

This is a well-built reel, pleasing in design and of
substantial construction. It is made of brass, hand-
somely finished in heavy nickel plate.

The journals are made of high-grade tool steel, ac-
curately turned, ground and highly burnished, running
in specially alloyed brass bearings, which insures dura-
bility and causes the reel to be very smooth and silent
in action.

The pinion is of steel, engaging with hardened brass

_ driving gear, both accurately cut, thus insuring smooth
and long-running qualities.

This reel has an artistic box pattern head, with milled

No. 1121—Favorite, 40 yards. Price, $2.00. head-plates, handsomely pulished. It is provided with
milled spool caps on head- and tail-plates. The crank
handle is accurately counterbalanced, and fitted with
neat ivoroid grip.

The Favorite is a remarkably good reel at a low
price. Made in the following sizes; quadruple multiply-
ing; “take-down” or-solid frame:

No. 1121.—TLength of pillars, 1 1/16 inches; diameter
- of spool, 124 -inches; capacity, 40 yards; weight, 6
ounces. Price, each, $2.00
No. 1142 —Length of pxllars, 134 inches; diameter of
spool, 174 1nches, capacity, 60 yards; weight, 6 ounces.

Price, each, $2.

No. 1163 —Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter

of spool, 1% inches; capacity, 80 yards; wexght 6%
otinces. Price, each, $2.50.

Shakespeare Reels are Accurate

In building the Shakespeare Hand-Made Reels, the
various parts are first turned out by automatic machin- -
ery, and come out true to within 1-1000 of an inch.

These parts are then carefully hand-fitted, burnished

“and assembled by expert watchmakers, trained to this

No. 1142—Favorite, 60 yards. Price, $2.25.

completed, is as handsome a piece of mechanism as can
be imagined.

The requirement of workmen in our factory is that
every part shall be perfect and the very best that can

" be turned out.

Shakespeare Fine Hand-Made Reels have a beauti-
ful symmetry of design which gives a most pleasing
impression of high quality and delicacy. They possess
tremendous strength and rigidity, and have stood years

No. 1163—Favorite, 80 yards. Price, $2.50. of severe service without any appréciable wear,

particular and exacting work. One of these reels, when
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The .Shakespeare “Take-down” Reel

¥

All Shakespeare Reels, except the- Universal, illus-
trated and described on page 4, and the Level-Winding
Reels, illustrated and described on page 11, are made
in the “Take-down” or “Take-apart” pattern.

The “Take-down” pattern has but three component
parts, and is the acme of simplicity. There are no
loose screws or tiny pieces to get lost; it is easily taken
apart by two or three turns of the knurled side pillars

with the thumb and forefinger, and just as easily as-
sembled. It can not be wrongly put together.

Shakespeare “Take-down” Reels are wonderfully
strong and rigid; they do not jar loose; thumbing does
not loosen them; they never rattle; they are perfectly
adjusted, and are good for many years’ continuous
service, .

The Shakespeare Alamo

This is a beautifully designed, substantially constructed, all-
metal reel, very popular with both experienced and amateur

No. 1262—Alamo, 60 yards.
- No. 1263—Alamo, 80 yards.

Price, '$2:75.

Price, 3.00.

6

bait-casters.
hard-drawn brass, handsomely finished in full nickel.

Double-milled spool caps on head- and tail-plates,
design box pattern head, with fluted and double-beaded edge;
handsome scroll-pattern crank handle, accurately counter-bal-
anced, with fluted ivoroid grip. 3

This reel is very smooth and velvety in action; is strong
and serviceable; spins with great freedom, and is an admira-
ble reel for accuracy, casting and general fishing. Made in
the following sizes; quadruple multiplying; “take-down” or
solid frame:

No. 1262.—Length of pillar, 13§ inches; diameter of spool,
1 7-16 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 7 ounces.
each, $2.75.

No. 1263.—Length of pillar, 154 inches; diameter of spool,
194 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 8 ounces.
each, $3.00.

Made from high-grade tool steel and special

Neat

Price,

Price,
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The Shakespeare Service

The Service is a remarkably fine medium-priced reel,
of handsome design and durable construction, being
made throughout of selected materials.

The journals are made from a fine quality of tool
steel, highly burnished, and run in phosphor-bronze
bearings, while the pinion is made of accurately cut,
hardened steel, engaging in hardened brass driving gear,
which makes this reel exceedingly durable and causes
it to spin continuously with very slight impulse.

Handsome box pattern head, with knurled and
crimped head bands. Spool caps are fluted and knurled
in an attractive manner.

Long crank handle, accurately counter-balanced, fitted
with turned ivoroid grip. Neatly swaged rod plate,
2 & witl'} letm strong knurled pil}llars. o >
Tn 1201 . : is reel is provided with the Shakespeare “Har-
%g' %g%%__éggig:’ gg §i§gz E?i‘(::z, $§(5Jg monic” Click, with hardened steel ratchet and click
etk s G 2 pawl. It is also fitted with Shakespeare Adjustable
f 7 Graduated Drag, operated by milled thumb-wheel in
head-plate. : .

Handsome full nickel, satin and hand-burnished fin-

ing; “take-down” or solid frame.
No. 1321.—Length of pillars, 1 1/16 inches; diameter
: of spool, 134 inches; capacity, 40 yards; weight, 6

ounces. Price, each, $3.00.

No. 1322.—Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter
of spool, 134 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 674
ounces. Price, each, $3.50.

No. 1342.—Length of pillars, 134 inches; diamcter of
spool, 134 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 6%
ounces. Price, each, $3.50.

No. 1343.—Length of pillars, 134 inches; diametcr of
spool, 134 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 7
ounces. Price,; each, $4.00.

No. 1342—Service, 60 yards. Price, $3.50. No. 1363.—Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter

No. 1343—Service, 80 yards. Price, 4.00. of spool, 174 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 7
: ounces. Price, each, $4.00.

No. 1364.—Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter

of spool, 134 inches; capacity, 100 yards; weight, 8
ounces. Price, each, $4.50.

The Value of Jewel Bearings

The agate jewel bearings furnished with the Shakes-
peare reels- for the small sum of $3.00 additional for
full jewel, or $1.00 additional for jewel caps, add many
years to the life of the reel 5

These jewels are made in Germany, especially for

- process, making them absolutely true. 3
The cylinder jewel reduces the wear on the side of
; the journal, while the cap jewel diminishes wear on the
No. 1363—Service, 80 yards. Price, $4.00. -end of the journal, making a complete agate surface for
No. 1364—Service, 100 yards. Price, 4.50. _ the journal to run in.

ish. Made in the following sizes; quadruple multiply- °

the Shakespeare Hand-Made Reels, from the finest grade
of agate, and are ground and polished by a special
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The Shakespeare Marquette

This is one of the most handsome reels made, as well
as one of the lightest, size considered. The rich har-
mony of the brilliant jet hard-rubber and burnished
nickel gives a beauty of finish which is exceedingly cap-
tivating.

It is made from high-grade metals and pure hard
rubber. The journals are made from a fine quality of
tool steel, running in phosphor-bronze bearings. The
design of head and tail pieces is new and extremely
pleasing; a solid block of hard rubber is turned down,
leaving a raised panel with handsome, champferred
edge. The rubber is then reinforced with nickeled bind-
ing rings, with edges slightly projecting and forming

SR proj:lgc‘_cion fc1>rhthe ritbber bloci<s. o 5 .

: L ¢ : his reel has an accurately counterbalanced cran
Lol n el vards St il handle, with neat ivoroid grip; and milled spool caps
on head and tail pieces. It has strong locking pillars, with reinforced ends; and is provided with the Shakes- |
peare “Harmonic” Click, operated by a sliding button on tail-plate —also with Shakespeare Adjustable Graduated
Drag, similarly operated.

Made in one size only; quadruple multiplying; “take-down” frame only.

No. 1463.—Length of piilars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter of spool, 134 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 634 ounces.
Price, each, $5.00.

)

Key to Parts of Reel

That you may readily understand such technical words as appear in descriptions of the Shakespeare Reels, and
be able to quickly locate any particular part, we have enumerated below the principal components of these reels.

Should some part of your reel become damaged or lost, you can easily procure the necessary repair parts by
giving us the name of your reel, the number and capacity stamped on the tail-plate, and Specifying the number
and name of part listed, with prices, on page 64 of this catalogue.

NAME
Click wheel,

Spool,

Top pillar.

Drag or brake wheel.
Head plate.

Bridge screw.

Spool journal cap.
Crank, without handle or balance.
Handle or grip.

10. Handle screw.

11. Crank nut.

12. Counterweight,

13. Pillar screw.

14. Knurled or side pillar.

15. Bottom pillars.

16. Rod clip.

17. Head ring.

18. Tail ring.

19. Head block.

20. Tail block.

21. Tail plate.

CENR R WG
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The Shakespeare Standard

The Standard is a really fine reel of beautiful de-
sign and elegant finish. It is made from the very best
metals and pure jet vulcanized rubber. Journals are
made of best quality tool steel, hardened, ground and
lapped, and run in phosphor-bronze bearings, which
gives this reel great durability, and causes it to be
smooth, velvety, and silent in action. ‘

Handsome box pattern head- and tail-pieces of jet
vulcanized rubber, reinforced by strong binding plates.
Scroll-pattern crank handle, fitted with handsome ivor-
oid grip. All pillars are of neat design, with orna-
mental ends,

Fitted with the Shakespeare “ Harmonic Click and
Adjustable Graduated Drag, both of which are operated
by miule%l thl‘t:lmb~whee_ls_ conveniently located in head-

: 2 and tail-blocks.
ﬁo' %g%%—gtandard, 40 yards. Price, $g(5)8 Both head- and tail-plates have hand-burnished
o. 1522—Standard, 60 yards. Price, 5.50. edges with satin-finish face. The rubber head- and
> tail-blocks are jet black, richly hand-polished.

The Standard will be found a most satisfactory reel
for casting; it is strong and durable, and spins very
freely. Made in the following sizes; quadruple multi-
plying; “take-down” or solid frame: :

No. 1521.—Length of pillars, 1 1-16 inches; diameter
of spool, 134 inches; capacity, 40 yards; weight, 654
ounces. Price, each, $5.00.

No. 1522.—T ength of pillars, 1 1/16 inches; diameter
of spool, 154 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 7
ounces. Price, each, $5.50. :

No. 1542.—Length of pillars, 134 inches; diameter of
spool, 1% inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 7
ounces. Price, each, $5.50.

No. 1543.—Iength of pillars, 134 inches; diameter
of spool, 154 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight. 7%
ounces. Price, each, $6.00.

No. 1563.—Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter

No. 1542—Standard, 60 yards. Price, $5.50. A : i . wel 1
No. 1543—Standard, 80 yards. Price. 6.0, of e L o e weeht i
oo 7 No. 1564.—Length of pillars, 1 11/16 inches; diameter

of spool, 154 inches; capacity, 100 yards; weight,
8 ounces. Price, each, $6.50.

Use of Click and Drag

The Shakespeare Adjustable Graduated Drag may
be used in casting for the purpose of avoiding “back-
lashing” or snarling of the line. There are five points
of tension to which the Drag may be adjusted, as will
be discovered after carefully testing. After you. have
found by experiment the point at which it is best adapt-
ed to your use, leave it thus adjusted until you desire
to change it to a lower tension.

The Shakespeare “Harmonic” Click may be used in
trolling, both as an alarm and to prevent the line from
No. 1563—Standard, 80 yards. Price, $6.00. running out; it should not ordinarily be used as a
No. 1564—Standard, 100 yards. Price, 6.50. substitute for the Drag in casting. 355

X 9
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No. 1621—Professional, 40 yards.

No. 1642—Professional, 60 yards.
No. 1643—Professional, 80 yards.

No. 1663—Professional, 80 yards,
No. 1664—Professional, 100 yards.

Price, $9.00.
No. 1622—Professional, 60 yards. Price, 9.50.

Price, $ 9.50.

Price;

Price, $10.00.

Price,

10.00.

10.50.

The Shakespeare Professional

The Professional possesses exceptional beauty, and is one of
the most serviceable reels ever designed. It was primarily in-
tended for the expert or professional angler and bait-caster, and
is built to withstand the severe duty demanded by them.

This reel is constructed in a most careful, exacting manner,
from the very highest quality German silver, specially alloyed,
and vulcanized jet rubber.

The journals are of hardened and tempered tool steel, run-

ning in bronze bearings, which causes this reel to be unusually

smooth and silent in action, and to spin easily with the lightest
impulse.

It has handsome box pattern head and tail blocks, reinforced
by German silver binding plates, with burnished edges. Fitted
with special pattern hand-milled spool caps on head and tail plates.

Scroll pattern crank handle, accurately counterbalanced, fitted
with handsome ivéroid grip.

The Professional is provided with the Shakespeare ‘Har-
monic” Click and Graduated Adjustable Drag, operated by hand-
milled thumb-wheels in head and tail blocks. Satin finished and
hand-burnished in natural color of metal.

Furnished in the following sizes; quadruple multiplying,
“take-down’” or solid “frame.

No. 1621—Length of pillars, 1 1-16 inches; diameter of spool, 1%
inches; capacity, 40 yards; weight, 6% ounces. Price, each,

9.00.

N0.$ 1622—TLength of pillars, 1 1-16 inches; diameter of spool,
154 inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 7 ounces. Price,
each, $9.50.

No. 1642 Length of pillars, 134 inches; diameter of spool, 1%
inches; capacity, 60 yards; weight, 7 ounces. Price, each,
9. 50.

No.$1643—Length of pillars, 134 inches; diameter of spool, 13§
inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 734 ounces. Price, each,
10.00.

No.$ 1663—Length of pillars, 1 11-16 inches; diameter of spool,
114 inches; capacity, 80 yards; weight, 714 ounces. Price,
each, $10.00.

No. 1664 —Length of pillar, 1 11-16 inches; diameter of spool,
154 inches; capacity, 100 yards; weight, 8 ounces. Price,
each, $10.50.

Level -Winding Reels

For many years anglers and bait-casters realized the desira-
bility of some simple but efficient means of laying the line evenly
upon the spool, without attention from the operator, leaving him

" free to devote his attention to the task of landing his catch.

10

~ The level-winding feature is of great importance, and adds
immensely to the usefulness and value of the reel. It adds no
appreciable friction, admits of long and accurate casts being
made, reduces the possibility of “ back-lashing,” and allows the
line to be retrieved in much better time and with much greater
ease than with any other style of reel.

In retrieving the bait, or handling the fish, the angler can
devote his entire attention to avoiding snags, obstructions, etc.,
and is assured that his line will be laid on the spool with abso-
lute uniformity.






















































