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““Meek Moves from Frankfort to Louisville
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Itis 40 be regretial that =0 old & citizen!  Frankfort Roundabout,

of this vty un Mr, B F, Meek has disposed |
of his business Lere wind determined to reniove SEP tember 390 1882

—— S

cither to Lowisville or Lexingron.  [le s | ' h
e many Years been one of 1he PrOmMinen! | W'mm m MM'M h‘
R ——

husivess mien of the eity, honorable, promye,
l aved velinhle in all his deading=, wid one eiry |

! can 1 ulford o lose so valupble q eitizen, l um '*AmSI
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! : FORMERLY ©OF DANYILLE, KENTUCKY,

WATCHES, FINE CLOCKS, ENGRAV- . WATCH MA KK,

3, K. o s o G ' Bueorrsor ta T ¥ Meck, Maln Street, Frank.
) M, AT e purehased, o Wedness fort, K}'..unn‘:hmﬂ the watel repairing businens

S 1 ' day last, the bao bsoane resnleaee ol B 1 wt the old stand. By nrompiness and earsful

S A h{ U h L A Y R E S “:‘.h Ewg, o Tiaed  street, in Sont m.trt ':1:- lis pees tor uhc:il 'h.tv mimu;o ol thonn
(Formerly of Dauville, Xy.) \ who desive fo have thelr watehes ropaired with-
Fronkior, lor 85 10l cash. ot lumaze bicing done them.  Snyveyiers' som-

WATCHMAKER e R

SUCCEs®OR TO

B. FF MEEK , Frankfort Roundabout, In retiring trom buslness in Frankfart T take

fearture in vaprssing wy entire ounfidence in

. F.o5 Ayres, anil Ffrom my long asquaintunce
Main St., Frankfort, Ky. November 25, 1882 with lmn’.u n warkman, do not i:m:?r to com-
ANTINUES THE WATCH REPAIRING menk Wim ae svery way capabile of meeting the

B oot gty B g ;.f s =it ,f,,"",_,',},“'_‘;! of expectntion of my former patrons,
tho « »hs aes ro 1 have their waiches repaired n- ,- "l"-
without damwage bri-g done to them, M' TN g

Susrmy o cumpas ses repared, and other irsru-
momis requinag deliciie and accuraio adjustiment, b ——— - —
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Y e T March 1, 1884
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" B.F. Meek Reels

THE FISHING REEL.

A Talk With the Veteran Maker,
B. F. Meek. I

NEVER SECURED A I‘ATENTl

Excerpt from:
Frankfort Roundabout,
April 13, 1895

“Mr. B. C. Milam, who had
worked in the jewelry trade, re-
turned from Mexico about 1847,
and learned the reel-making trade!
with me in Frankfort, where he is
yet following this work, In 1832
my brother and [ failed, sold out
and he came to Louisville to work
for Kendrick, the jeweler, while 1
went back to my old tra ¢ of|
watch-making until 1882, when 1)
came here and resumed the mak-
ing of recls  Owing to cffects up- |
on my nerves, i had become hard
for me to handle the extremely
delicate parts of a watch. but to
this day 1 can make as gond, yes, |
better, rec! than 1 ever could, |
Betore leaving Frankfort T vas in

artnership for a time with My,

ilam, he making reels avd |
working on watches,  Two of my
sons, Sylvanus and Pitman C,,
have been working with me, but 1
fear that Pitman, who has been il
for months, will never be able to
wirk again,"

. is the order he ranks stones as to

'lown manufacture

jewel fishing reels. He uses car-l‘
nelian because that is so hard to|
crush, Diamond, ru*y, carnelian

resistance of crushing, but carne-
lian is his choice for reel work.
Besides being a student of me-
chanical science and an expert
workman, he has made the fishing
reel a study in all of its parts and
has designed improvements which
many makers have eagerly adopt-
ed, for Mr. Meek never patented
any one of his inventions, relying
alone upon the excellence of his
The care Dbe-
stowed in their manufacture will
appear when it is told that he and
his three =ons counted seven as
the extreme number of fishing
reels that they could complete in
one month. The spiral gearing
and provisions for retaining oil
where most needed without per-
mitting the oil to spread over and
gum up the works are counted by
Mr. Meck as his most important
improvements, For the spiral
gearing he designed and had made, |
ata cost of $700, a complicated
tool that is scarcely larger than a
man's hat, By it the tecth of the,
wheels describe a section of a gen- |
tle curve and, furthermore, slant
across the wheel so that when in
use two teeth of the connecting
wheels constantly have a bearing, |
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Meek Obtuaries

Frankfort Roundabout,
June 29, 1901

Frankfort Roundabout,
September 22, 1883




America-Meek Box Ad, circa 1904

@ Facrs
AMERICA-MEEK
REELS

The name of B. F. Meex seands preeminent among reel makers as the one who

attained the hizhest perfection in the art, and the most experr fishermen
to-day pay fabulous prices for original B. F. Meck reels, while there are
many such recls in the United States which have heen in use in the same
family for thirty or forty years and are handed down as heirlooms from
farher to son.

MEER s no longer living but he lett children anmd among them one,

SyLvanus Meex, who began reel making under his father at the age of

fifteen, who remamed with him wntl] bis deaeh, and who has since con-
voned in the erade a8 the feess relaeed Later will show,

CONCERNING B F MEER

Benjamin Franklin Meek was born in Danville. Kentucky,
Sept, 15, 1816,

Began watch making with his older brocher, Jonathan Flemmg Meck,
in Franktore, Ky.. 1832,

They soon began to make reels, and i 1884 B F. turned s whale
artention 1o this line,

In 184 the Mecks associared with them B O Milanm, whoe died
Jan. 20, 1904, and for o numher of yeass unnl 1M their
reels were stamped  Meek & Milam. ™

In 1852 Ale. Meck ospanized the firm of B, F Meek & Sons, caking
as partners hes sons, Pitman, Paul, and fater and most

anportant, Syivanus, whi worked with his father trom

FACTs

S

AMERICA-MEEK
REELS

1884 uncil 1898. The other brothers and the tather are
now deceased,

In 1898 the firm sold its business and its name to J. H. Sutclific & Co.
of Louisville, Kv., where, in connection with the Blue
Grass Reel Ca., reels are still made under the name of
B, F. Moek & Sons.

B. F. Meek died June 23, 1901, in his eights-fifth year, bue his skill
s not lost, He constanely saud of his son SYLVANUS
thae he had inherited all of his <kill and in time would
make even o Ber workiman than himscl,

B F Meek's FamiLy

Fleming, deceased

Pitman Cloudas. derveased

B.F .. Collecting Ageacy, 51 Paul

James Fleming. Tsutanee, §1 Laowis

Thomas Clindas leveased

Nellie, naw Mes. Ruhiand Church, Frankion
Auddie, now Mes. | U F Dillws Dahlonega. e
l'-“ll. drecraeed

AMERICA CO . MocasomD, IsL

SYLVANUS,

Mrs. B. F. Meek,  aged w3 living with ber daughter. Mrs Ubunch,

in Frankbort

—




Meek Company Names

Year Reel Marking
» 1883 -1892 B.F. Meek

® 1893 - 1898 B.F. Meek & Sons

® 1898 -1916 B.F. Meek & Sons

it ]

1

wi ' Owingsville Outlook,
(MR i | December 15,1898

Moek & Sons, recimakers of Louis |




B.F. Meek Reels

* Meek claimed the following about his reels:
e First to incorporate spiral cut gears

e First to incorporate jeweled spool pivot bearings
« Not surprising since he was a watchmaker
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"Tis the Sp:n! Gear, the Anti-Friction Btarmgs. the Ligi!t Runncing Spool,
the Smra.m Touch, the Powerful Action, and Exquisite Design, that are

peculiar charactenstics of

¥ =, MEEK FISHING REEL

For more than sixty-six years the World's Standard
Bait Casting Reel, It is the fusest fishing reel produced.
Write for Booklet R

B. F. MEEK & SONS, Louisville, Ky,

Keels tor all angling trom Trout to Tuna, sees— .
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S/N 396 S/N 477 S/N 729

* Came with either Balanced Handle or Crank Handle
* Came with or without Jeweled Pivot Bearings
» Came with both Click and Drag

12
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S/N 396 S/N 477 S/N 729

* Engraving the Owner’s Name was popular in these Victorian Times
3



S/N 396 S/N 477 S/N 729

* Similar interior design
* Note Maker’s mark - 3 or 1 dots
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B.F. Meek No. 3 Reels

ﬁ"" ‘f | o n

» Steel Foot Screws -



* The Pinion was cut from a solid bar of steel drill rod

* The Bearings are made from “anti-friction” metal (brass)
* The design of the Bearing includes features to retain oil for lubrication
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* Shouldered screws
* Dome shaped crank collar , washer and screw
* Slightly tapered ivory knobs
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S/N 781 S/N 850

* The first B.F. Meek & Sons reels very similar to B.F. Meek reels
* Triple digit serial numbered reels had same design features
* Serial numbers on rear and tail plates between foot pillars

20
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B.F. Meek & Sons Reel Size No.'s 11, 10,8 & 6
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Frankfort Roundabout,
October 15, 1892
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