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Meek Living in Frankfort
A Vrrv lame aml alt-mm Mark of .‘u‘ll

flank .  «limivlr fur “'mI-liln: and Ho 4%.!“
Fraud: lmu johl l am uwnnl  M B
Heel“- lam-In More. Mums-treat. l-mnk
km. Call and «amino tin-m.

f RARE CHANCE!
_.__’_ —

l l  DINGVII  " f

B.  F .  MEEI i .
uln II»: " I i "  Hull a t

W mm m. h.
AT LOWEST CASH PRICES.

The n -  ‘u -'15, sub: I i i .  full will be told I !
In! con. m- um gout: hu Im [Inn cool. and
my "mm (-1 In! [ In  boll amt,“  Ila flush
out  h "M.  I .  6 .  I‘ll.

mm... rrp ind  tn Ibo but  Illhir. and n
F“ £05” hmwlnl  Iogmu an oflml

IK I I .
In. Moll.

1 Weekly Roundabout,
January 11, 1879

Frankfort Roundabout,
November 29, 1879



3 l l  i s lo  hen-Imam 1q  an aid . c i l ixm
"M llair- city a-  Ilr. B I". Mall lulu diamond
0! h i -  Luhihcfl.‘ Lem um! drwnumml lo remove
wilIu-r lo lamb-Mlle or Lexiuglon. lll- lulu
l or  may ymn hm; "he of the l-mmim-m
int-inm- men a! m- rily. lmxmmhln. prum'u,
and n-linI-lc- in all Mn dl'fluflgfl. and our city
I!“ i"  Ifl'urll In Ion- pu mhmlulr a fi l ing.

$ - -_

mum, Pill Hm “I"!
M, N.

(m!  d mung. I")

WATGHMAKER
INCH”. 1‘

I!!!” I’ll. 'ATCM nunm
b coo-«u 1hr“  .4. . I (  ”you.  and

cud-l call  but  ya I. n -mlh  mun d
Ibo o vh -  on  n I :  In" Ihiv "It... up“
uni-l dau-  h i s .  “no lo tho .

Iowa-mi no. on: mud. and other bru-
mu "mun-g cli: m and ammo «nut-cu.

l l  val-in In. m .- hail-u. l
Mal l - -  :0... - y  “'m‘”m‘:k1h:

- .  A v n 1 . -  ulna-so
..1:.'..... don't. Tam». . .
on! up  “my.  0! an I .  l l :  cure I ill. d
I .  um;  I .  . ”.58.?

a ..,V Ls  
_ .  , c t

"geek  Moves from Frankfort
Frankfort Roundabout,
September 30, 1882

Kilt. A T. 'I‘mld wrchuml. on Walnut!
'- ' M '10:. [hr  lmwlmmu lt‘lllklll‘! ul' [3. F .

SAMUEL AYRES Neck. Haw. nu  'I'hml all'fl'l. m mu!
Wuhan. Iur .3- ton ens-lo., -2 7...—__ ,-__ t

- -  . .  n . a  o

B, F_ M E E: K , Frankfort Roundabout,
Jlm'n 8L, Mm, n- November 25, 1882

Weekly Kentucky Yoeman, October 3, 1882

‘épx

0 Louisville

Win-95,13.“
SAMUEL "AYERS.

‘POINIZHIJ’ 0P  MARVIN-B. KENTUCK'r

-. WAfl‘Dll MA“ 1513.
Imprint In H. F Huh .  amn Fun-OI. ’Nlll.

hm, Ky" unmlunu llwmm-h "with; human
It  [In u-M «ml.  l l !  urnllplIl-u uul out!”
In!“  hr  11- p" In  illll'“ 1hr mi lonnfl  0 '  “III.
tho ch in  m tun Ihull Huh-LII lap-Ind III.-
unl dam-go luring dum- Ilmn. «mm-" '9 ' .
”In. rerun-i and null»! human-n rug-I'll;

l ime and alumnu- MIJIIIIIUII.

In mm“ lmm brine" in Pruhhrl Unh-
Jump In ”Imam:  any ml"  «.11.... I .

I.  1‘. Ann. and from I)  lu l l  cage-lam
Iltll him on a Inflammdn nno bu imo  to o...
lul l  film at. only  in pap-bl! of nul l"  II.
It u lna  or my town nu .

I.“ Pal. l .  mu.g undo-1r ‘ if
{bl—n—a—c , ~ - - - -1_  - 1 -_  ,‘- "v— ~~~fi¢ .fl_

Frankfort Roundabout,
March 1, 1884



fir. 8 . 3 .310 “  I“: III IaIIMille 1““.4;
‘1m! weaved mm in Ilw l - I I i l - l i nn  on
the muIIIIn-II conII-rul' F inn  and Jeni-ma
1mm. win-re in. wil l  confluence IIII- mum-
lucIIII-I- of fishing m-lu um um III Suvm'
[II-r He will nmmm his family Io IIIIII em
in HM uprlug.

0——

Frankfort Roundabout,
October 21, 1882.

, . . 4 ‘

i ’  W? B. 1’. “wk Inn p-nrwh-min- I'M-«Jimmi-
on FMI-MII 'H'V‘I‘I. lIrl'III'I'Ie " I l l “ l h l “  ll". ,3
flm-II-III'III', Immuviflm and  wi l l  rum-III.- My :1

IIIIIIIII- Ihm ml: i" “W"?-‘ .~

Frankfort Roundabout,
January 27, 1883

Frankfort Roundabout,
February 2, 1883

Meek Living in Louisville
'geIIIIIlowmlIlI- II'IIIIIIII'II mI l lw  l l l l rol "001' “I

1 ”In-II llII- guano-I sum“ i n  his now ”W,

M— $

“humming In III- in  ImIIII-Irlllv "Iv I‘M IN
Ibr I’m-II. In mllml aIIIIIIl III l'fl' nmhlllll’li
"II-m Inf Mr .  B. |-'. .‘lI-I-II. IIIIII lfl l l l 'tl lIlm

‘ IIIII lIIIllIliIIp (III l lw IIIIIIIII~I-IIIII I‘lfl'lll‘l‘ III MII
IIIIII alI'IleI-mm. llI- IIII- [ml ‘III II nIIlI-mlltl

Hui III IIIIII II'IIII-r) IIIIIIiI- mam-l} mulv Inl-I-uiu
Elilw Illlllnl'fl l ‘ l l l l i ‘ III IIII iIIII-mII-Il Hal-III:
I'm. "III lnllII-It IIIIII uIIII-r IIIIII'I-“lIiIIIII nrr III-l
III-II "I log II III III liIIlI- cm nume- IIIIII noel»

I papa- Im IIIOI‘I' IIIIIN‘I‘ IlIIIII IIII IIrIllIIIII'y mult-
I l l lfl  -IM' 9, wlIiI'lI I‘IIII lu‘ r lurlwl III II mil!!!“
3 Iml run at IIII I'XPI'II I"- III IIlmIII hm III-Hun
Hm 'H‘Pk. IIml IIIIIkI-II IIIlIIuI-I IIIIIII

.‘lr. I‘h’flk lIiIIIIIIIl‘ IIIIII "III in  “ IN "  w
mllI-Il. but Mr. PiI. MI-vlt kindly explninfiiu
Ilfl' ImIlIilIzn III IlII- III-Iv IIIIIIIlIiIIery IIIIII in
film! .mulrnlnr Ilu- I'I'I'l [III-y [In-pun» sunk.
in: wi l l  he an iIIIIIIIIII-IIII'III IwI-r IIIIINI.
The pinion» are In Ill‘ IIIIHII.‘ ul III-mm m'I-lr
IIIIII IIIII-I-lu nl wrmmlII l-I'Im. l lm «up
blag IIIII Illumml IIIIII ppiI-IIl. and mum at
[lu- uinm large! IIIIIII IIIIIIII- llt‘l’t'hl'lfl'!‘ mam
I'neIIII'I'Il. III! lIIIn II IIIIIIIloI-r nl unim- on
hand IIlrIoIIIlr. llh-l IIIIIWI I‘D III: fllllt‘ III lII-giu
IillingIlII-III III III! Ilm of much WI- van
«III-II my IIIIII IIll our olllaom- «HI ”I .

. I t } .
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" V xiii» ljewel fishing reels.
nelian because that is so hard to

B.F. Meek Reels

THE FISHING REEL.g

A 'l’alit With the Veteran letter-.6
B. F. leek.

gmn sacrum) a Ferrari
In _

Excerpt from:
Frankfort Roundabout,
April 13, 1895

"Mr. B. C. Mllam. who had
worked in the jewelry trade. re-
turned from Mexico about I847.
and learn: d the reel-making trade
with me in Frankiort. where he is
yet following this work. In :85:
my brother and l tailed. sold out
and he came to Louisville to work
for Kendrick. the ieneler. while lI
went back to  my old tra e ofI
watchmaking until 1882. when l
came here and resumed the milk
ing of reels Owing to effects up-'
on my nerves. it had become hard
for me to handle the extremely
delicate parts of a Watch. but to
this day I can male: as gnnl. yrs, 1
better. reel than I ever L‘uuld, .
Befnl'l: leaving Frankfort I “it!  in.

tnersltip turn time with Mr.‘
mint“. he melting rrels and 1
writing on watch-:9. Two Hi my
eons. Sylvanus and l’itman C..’
have be. It working with me. but l l
tear that l'itman. n ho has been ill
fitmenths. Will never be able to
mt: main."

l

' own manufacture

He uses an

32' crush. Diamond. ruby. carnelian
is the order he ranks stones as to
resistance at crushing. but carne-
lian is his choice for reel work.
Besides being a student of me-
chanical science and an expert
workman. he has made the flshin
reel .1 study in all of its parts tang
has designed improvements which
many makers have eagerly adopt-
ed. for Mr. Meek never patented
any one of his inventions. relying.
alone upon the excellence of his

The care be-
stowed in their manufacture will
appear when it is told that he and
his three sons counted seven as
the extreme number of fishing
reels that they could complete in
one month. The spiral gearing
and provisions [or retaining oil.
where most needed without per-
mitting the oil to spread over and
gum up the works are counted by
Mr. Meek as his most important
improvements. For the spiral
gearing he designed and had made.
a ta  cost of $700. a complicated
tool that is scarcely larger than a
man's hat. By it the teeth of the
wheels describe a section of a gen-n
tle curve and. furthermore. slant
across the wheel so that when in;
use two teeth of the connecti

Wheels constantly have a bee - ' " 1
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thaw-um" back. They wm ram.
'with their mum». Mm. mum
'Wh.t

A country m one of Hm [mat watch.

" tanker of [ lw  "k  Kurd."
atIn. mil.

317.1190 F.  k mu] wife. who,
Int an many lung year-i, llvnl in thin
city inflvruurcla muvhm In Loun-
mum. have wmrmu! «ml um] um”
their lnmw lwrc  in  Hue hum».

Mr .  Mn».  i s  known MI over “I!

makers of  h i s  l imp.  and  a im M the

This  ”ml  ruuplv III“! at“! Imle and
hourly. Mr. MWK twin:  H2 ’mm a“
. 51

The-tr many Manda « i l l  rejnlcc- to

Frankfort Roundabout,
October 22, 1898

4mm
Mr. sylvmh-r k .  an old Frank-

fun boy. who  Inu- lu-vn living? In
Loulnvillo for [hr  ppm (wolvv or l1f~
lean ymn.  hula rvturnod here In re-
side. and  Inn-s «MIMI-«hm! a fishing
M!  mmnufurtnry In our o f  um upper
mum «I  III" "I'uIM bui lding.  an ER.
Clair direct. Mr. Mow-k In an export
workman. having burned llw bunt-V

vnmnmh-r  un- aI-IIIHII tulvmgu of
his mum.  Mr. I}. I". Mark. who I’Iu
[now rrl lrwl.  and  “ i l l  nmkr  at am-
t‘ht-u UH'I, “mu-h 1w pl’uglmw In on"
Hie l ‘ l iktmm. “ 'v  wish h im nut-van
In hit new umlvrmklux.

-‘ ‘ - ' .  - -~  , ,
- -  - ———_-  -

Frankfort Roundabout,
November 26, 1898
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Bath “Jofnhan F. Mus.

Hr. Johnathan 1’. 5' (MI Mum-r r ‘0’ that
oil: but more [rt-I ml) I-I Lam i-Iillc. .Iml u
lhl ruldonn of Mn. .lulm [ lu lml  in [Ink
oily. on linmnlny morning In 4 W’Mfik.
Ho 'Il  horn i l l  A l l -«nun:  tummy,  Ya  , ‘ ih i ‘ .  ;

’z: It‘ll“, :uI-l ”hum-cl “ l  h l.i-. by: -r In

Home: emu-1y. “1" l  Sl'I’I'. In M2.  'ltt 7
In mid“! “mi l  I la -EU.  “hut  he  mm!  In I“ !

(Ill? and began the  filtlchmnhihg l - ‘ I - i I I rfl

Ul l l l  ll" lul l  “'nrlmm P. Lu m i s  I}.
married the onlv IlaII ,rhII-I ul LII .Mhn
Btlml lav who": lit-l: .Ilmu nun Mr .lulm :
rufl 'k .  0 |  l lw  fl Im oi I‘elganm Q: 319a
ul IlIla ally. in [562 he n-mo rIl In Lama-
1I'lllII, when he coutimml l0 mi lo until a
luv not: since. He mu Mini-lam u..-
hnl workman in II» limo III Loni-rill! and
M all the basin“: he could Illl-lul [0 mail
hill»: benllh l'ol'cul hlm In lrmrr Ill. launch.
II! III  a brother 0! LII. B. 1’. Met-it. tonn-
u‘l: 0! this city hut new 01 bun-ville. l l  -
addition l o  hi !  to». Mr. J .  B Hu-k .  ho
In"! 3 daughter. III' a mono! mm riugr. m
mm Melon. The Inuml wok plu-
MW tun-Hp. Maui'- rah

Frankfort Roundabout,
September 22, 1883

Meek Obituaries

-

”WW ”“5
On Sunday night About ‘3

o’clock Mr Benjamin F. Mock.
3., died I t  the home of his dumb.
if. Mn.  Richard Church. Shelby
mt. need 95.

Ht .  Meek mu one of thl‘ f9!
old time citizen! of thin city. and
III highly regarded by evervhody
who kmtw him. as an hone-t. Ip-
fifihl gentlemen.

By occupation M was a "mi-
ither and nilwnmith of the old
“yin. and fur many years he and
”Opt. B. C. Milan) mm- partners
h: Iluflllllslifi. Imcupyiuu t lw  sum]
not oI-r'upiI-d l-_\' 3 e  A II. (In.
hm’u Ilmluriug ovsI I I l I l i shmenk

His work was ulwuys WI] and
“wi ld ly  uxImIImIl. and  many
latches urn still in u.» in this
”4 adjoining communities which
a» the mam «I hi. bands.

Frankfort Roundabout,
June 29, 1901

WI  the funny lot. in ’

his m In bod an
ly into the manufmtuq

5h celnhmtml fishing Mal. la
the prusucImI-II of this \ek be:
“(um-d tn  l amb-Wi l l“  and  N‘-

Ul i lmt i  I lwrv llIIlil “h im!  “0'
3151's nun. when III-v inlirnntimu‘
up mullpvllml him In shill! work,
and hn ruturuwl hora with h i s .
Wil l“ .  IIIlIm-d wifn tnlpond
the WInuilIIlaer Hf tlwir “8‘80 in
their old hum».

Gradually his physical hallfl
five we}. IIIIIil mum month >
“0: 1% Wm- m-IIIim-Il to  his  room
and had Inning friIIulu minis .
tired In his NU- r3 “nut  and tau-
duly IIIIIiuipaII-Il hi~ I-u-rv Iii-lire.

”9  “HIV"! IIII Imml wilv and tIG
dunghlvrn (Mru. J. F. 'I'Illa-II. and:
In. Rinlmrd Churr‘h). and {our

son. (Br-u, R ,  jr.. Jun. R .  Cloud“1
Ind SilIIII-Iur \lI-Ik). and a in,
Circle of friends and relatives hi;

mourn his Iluimrtum
Tb:- fIIIII ml  “Hive !  tank pine.

onll'eIlIII-Mluy morning. servieq
being I'IIIHIIIIIIHII by RH“. Dr. Elly-J
.1..." alter which the  remain: '8‘;



America-Meek Box Ad, circa 1904
v
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6 FACTS

AMERICA-Mask
REELS

The nine of B. I". Mm: stands preeminent among reel rnalrers as the one who
attained the highest perketion in the art. and the mat expert fishermen
err-day m {abalone price! he original B. F. Meek reek. while there are
nan! arch reel: in the United States which have been in use in the lame
bully for thirty or hurt; years and are handed down at hmrloouu [tom
lather to tan.

B. F. Mutt is no longer living but he left Cl‘llllltt'l’l and arm-nu them one.
Wm who began reel making under his lather at the age (If
Sheen. who remained with him until his death. and what has since cun-
rinned in the trade at the lam rt-latrtl later «till show.

Concennma B F Mutt
Benilmin Frlnklin Met-It war hum in Dllwllll‘. Kentucky.

Sept. I5. 18“}.

Heart watch making with his older brother. Jonathan Fleming Meet.
in Frankltm. Kan. I832.

They even begun to make reelt.aml in 183% ll. F. turned his whole
attention tn this line.

In 18" the Meek. animate-l with them ll .  C .  Milan. «ho  died
Jan. 29 “IN. and lot a number at years ttl‘llll INF thetr
reels were stamped " “wk 6: Milum.”

In 1&3 Mr. Met-ls organized the firm 0 '  B. l" Merl: & 50m. taking
at nutrient hn  sol“. Pitman. Paul. nnrl lam am! mutt
inn-errant. m. with truth-ti “ith l‘lli rather from

FACTS 6
AMERICA-MEEK

REELS
1884 until I898. The other brothers and the lather are
now deceased.

In 1893 the firm told in business and its name to ] .  H. Sutdi‘e It Co.
of Louisville. Ky" where. in «turret-rim with the Blue
Grass I’m-I Co“ rem-la. are «ill made under the num- oi
ll .  1“. Heel: :5! Sons.

3 .  F. Meek died June 23. 1901. in his eighty-filth year. but his skill
is not lmt. Ht- enmtnntly stud of his son W
that he had inherited all 0! his skill and in time would
tnnlu em.  .t rim-r nutkman than himself.

i F‘ Mutt-s Fauna

Fleming. slut-eat!
Pilmln Clouds“. threaletl,
B. F . In. Colman. Am. a .  Paul
James Fleming. Imam. It Lui-
Thntnas Clntnlru. .trnauul
Nl'llit'. tum ”It .  Rit'hartl (“h-trek. Flu“!!-
Addie. rum Mn.) r r I‘ill-uu Darn-u u.
Plltl. «turned.

Autumn 60 . .  menu. In.

age-I 53. living with her daughter. Men. [ft-It'll.
in frank)"

W
Mrs. B. l-‘. Met-It.



Meek Company Names.

Year Reel Marking
. 1883 — 1892 B.F. Meek

0 1893 — 1898 B.F. Meek 8: Sons

0 1898 — 1916 B.F. Meek 8: Sons
(Sutcliffe, Carter 81 O’Conner - Owners)

3- ' Inlvm tap-mulc-

Mun-n. Ky. Doe. It—J 7.: ’
M t Sin-la. m'mkom of had.
with meal Iflifln oi imp-nun. '
m 11.. mun ol amt Wiv- Owingsville Outlook,l «91. 899- ,. 3 December 15, 1898M



B.F. Meek Reels

0 Meek claimed the following about his reels:

0 First to incorporate spiral cut gears

0 First to incorporate jeweled spool pivot bearings
. Not surprising since he was a watchmaker

IO



. ' 5.? ’- QUE. MW‘ 3 “3-" 55521?” W 32:.. .8 Iii-1‘9?

Here: 5 the WhCCI that runs the Rec] Ihat MEEK IIIaIcCs.
’Tis Ihe Spiral Gear. the AIIII Friction Bearings. the Running Spool

Ihe Sentient Tauch. Ihe ieflul Am, 394 Eng . - I
petuliar charaeter‘tsfles of

smMEEK FISHING REEL
For more thin sixty-Ii: years the World's W '
Bait Casting Reel. It Is the finest fishing rul produfld.

.- u se  an“ Wrile {or Booklet R
mun-III no: In  n.
”1 CV? AV I.- l kflu l  B .  t o  "BE“  8 SONS.  LOUIIVHIO, KY.
' . 0 .  V“.  . “ “k  '

u . Ree l s  Iur I "  ang l ing  ( rum Tran! to  Tun-.m—



155mm:comet-3131.1 xv.

S/N 396 S/ N 477 S/N 729

° Came with either Balanced Handle or Crank Handle
° Came with or without Jeweled Pivot Bearings
° Came with both Click and Drag

12



° Engraving the Owner’s Name was popular in these Victorian Times
13



5/  N 396 S/ N 477 ' S/ N 729

- Similar interior design
° Note Maker’s mark — 3 or 1 dots



° Steel Foot Screws
15



' The Pinion was cut from a solid bar of  steel drill rod
- The Bearings are made from “anti-friction” metal (brass)
- The design of the Bearing includes features to retain oil for lubrication

16
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° Shouldered screws
° Dome shaped crank collar , washer and screw
0 Slightly tapered ivory knobs

17
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7w. :»a~ ;g  “ e "

Meek Reel Changes in 12 Years

19



; The first B.F. Meek 81 Sons reels very similar to B.F. Meek reels
° Triple digit serial numbered reels had same design features
- Serial numbers on rear and tail plates between foot pillars

20



\ y '
In" use ) :& sumsLOUISVILLE Kr

21
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A Meek a Mllam bra.
fuel No .  a .  wi th  pole and
line. I t  was lost Friday
lll'hl on  the  road between
the Wash Hancock place
and Man an  & Darnell'n
noble. l iberal  reward
wlu bepo ld  for it l  return
to “3:: once.

‘ .3 o
- . . - -  E-

Frankfort Roundabout,
October 15, 1892.

23


