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How does anyone start collecting? The reasons vary
as wide as the items there are to collect and enjoy. With
fishing tackle, the reasons are somewhat narrower
based on a large number of discussions with collectors
over the years. The three biggies are number 1: Got the
items from a parent, relative or neighbor, 2: Happened
onto an item(s) and became completely enthralled and
amazed with it and couldn’t get enough, 3: You love to
fish and became interested in the history and evolution
of the tools of fishing. The natural progression in tackle
collecting is to first buy everything you can find that
looks older than what you can buy today. Over time
you realize this isn’t going anywhere and you start to
narrow the collecting focus. For some this happens
right away and for others over a longer period of time.
You will also realize that after you have specialized in a
fishing item, it gets harder and harder to fill in the
more difficult pieces to find. It could be lures, reels,
rods, tackle boxes, fish decoys, creels, minnow buckets,
casting weights, tournament casting awards and med-
als, fishing tackle catalogs, or Field & Stream pins. Once
your primary collection gets saturated, you branch out
looking for items that interest you and that you can still
find. For me, my latest branch-out was the Field &
Stream pins.

My primary interest has always been vintage fishing
reels. Bait casters, fly reels and big game reels were my
focus. Unfortunately when the reels I collected got
harder to find and becoming pricier than I can afford, I
branched-out. My first branch-out was with Florida
Lure Companies. Living in central Florida, I could still
find them at a reasonable price. Well, the reasonable
price part didn’t last very long as the interest in Florida
lures became popular. Here again once the collection
starts to get saturated, the lures get harder to find and
are pricier. My third branch-out was Field and Stream
pins. They met my criteria of being interesting and rea-
sonable to collect.

So how did I get interested in Field & Stream pins
you might ask? First of all, my father, Carl Gast, enjoyed
fishing and took part on most weekends. He really was
the one that got me interested reels. He told me that
fishing with a Meek No. 3 reel is a dream come true for
a working class man. Fishing for bass in Lake Purdy
near Birmingham, AL was his favorite. His tackle box in
the early years had Heddon, Creek Chub, Shakespeare
and Pflueger lures and these are what he fished with.
Later, when he moved to Florida, Zara Spooks, Mir-
roLures and Dalton Specials were his favorites. One
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Ron Gast

thing that always caught my attention when he would
go fishing was his favorite fishing jacket. The front of it
was filled with Field & Stream pins. To him it was a
show of pride to wear these Badges of Honor. I had
these badges around me when I was growing up and it
became something I'm interested in today.

“v«t\\\l

Carl Gast’s fishing j
pins.

What was the Genesis of the concept for a Field &
Stream nationwide fishing contest with awards? It hap-
pened in January, 1911. This was 6 months after the
well publicized acceptance of Mr. Anse B. Decker’s to
Mr. W.]J. Jamison’s fishing contest challenge. After three
days of fishing the weekend of June 16, 1910 at Con-
gress Lake, OH, Jamison’s Coaxer was designated the
winner. Field & Stream recognized the excitement gen-
erated by the fishing public around the country.



They also realized that this was an IR =5 ° ~
oppz),rtunity as result of the interest | ‘' _ 52000.00 Pr 1z¢ F 1Sl:ll!lg' ConteSt
and excitement that was generated. | g ——— : : :
They obviously thought that the
more interest they could generate in
a fishing contest would result in the
sale of more magazines. They an-
nounced the first fishing contest in
the January, 1911 magazine. The four
largest fish caught in each fish spe-

; . ; - S T Y BS Ee— e —
cies were awarded prizes. Sixteen i

) . ¢ prizes. | low Tell FIELD AND STREAM How You Caught Him!
different fish species were included. : v
The largest fish in each of the 16 fish GET POSTED BEFORE YOU TAKE THAT FISHING TRIP
species was also awarded a solid sil- FieLp axp SteEAM is promoting this contest primarily as an incentive for every sports-

] man to take an interest in game fishing as never before. We believe that every man, woman

VEr cup. . or boy, whether novice or expert, will take an added interest in fishing his favorite lake or

strcam because here is a prize to be won, an honor to be gained in trying for the big
fellow and leaving the small fry to the non-sportsman who only wants to yank in as many
as possible and not to try his skill against the wise and the wary ones. {’\’e believe that
all will be interested in reading HOW, WHEN AND WHERE the big fish were caught,
what kind of water they were taken in, the kind of tackle used, how long it teok to laand
them and the story of the killing. These stories will be published in Freip axp Steeas
immediately at the close of each month’s Contest and the stories of the Grand Prize winners
at the end of the season, .

We are therefore offering $2,000 worth of prizes as an award of merit of skill to those
of our readers who catch the biggest fish during the coming scason and send us a brief
account of how it was done,

There are no strings to this contest. Any one may compete, whether a subscriber t=
FieLp aND STREAM or not.

This contest requires no extra time or expense—simply take along a pair of scales and
a tape measure when you go fishing, and if he looks like a prize winner be sure you have ‘
two witnesses as to his weight, ete. \

We have tried to make the conditions fair to all and to give prizes enough to interes:
every man, woman or boy who uses a rod or reel,

This will be one of the most interesting and educational editorial features that has cver
been published in a sportsman’s magazine and we believe that in holding this Contest we
are giving the readers of FieLp anp STREAM a unique opportunity to learn the methods of
fishermen thronghout the whole country.

CONDITIONS.
First—The fish must be caught with rod and reel in its legal season.
Second—The fish must be weighed on tested scales and measured with a tape measure.
Third—The affidavit printed on the last page of this announcement, or an exact copy, must be
used in applying for a prize and signed by the man who caught the fish, together
with two witnesses and sworn to before a Notary Public and his seal affixed. In
case any contestant catches a fish when accompanied by a single gmde, the

Right: Field & Stream announces their affidavit as signed upon coming out of the woods by himself and guide beiore
Notary Public stating the circumstances will be duly considered.

new flShll’lg contestin January 1911. Fourth—The date, place, rod, reel, line and lure (or bait) used in taking the fish must be

~ stated.  Also weight, length and girth,

. Fifth—The winners of the first and second prizes, also the Grand Prize winners in each class,
must send us a short account of HOW, WHEN AND WHERE the fish was taken
and what tackle was used in catching the fish, these accounts to be published in

) Fietp axp Stream.

Sixth—All affidavits must be sent to Editor of Prize Fishing Contest within five days after
dates as specified in each class.

Seventh—No fish cauxéht from State or private hatchery will be allowed in this contest.

Note—In event of two fish weighing exactly the same number of pounds, ounces and fractions, duplicats
prizes will be awarded in each case.

N. B—We will a similar hunting contest in a later issue. . ‘
I

The ﬁx)dses of this contest will be:
Mr. sErt H. Davis, Editor, Munsey's Magazine.
E Mr. Wirt H. Duie, Chicago, I
‘,.Mﬂ Mr. Wazres H. Mitise, Editor, Field and Stream.
Mr. E. F. Wagrnen, President, Field and Stream Publishing Co.

Since the plates for our February cover were made we have increased the prizes te
over $2,000.
¥ LIST OF PRIZES ON BECOND PAGE FOLLOWING
S _'g.a B it , -

NINE POUND BROOK TROUT

CAUGHT MAY 8 1911 BY
A VAL WOODRUFF
In Pleasant Lake, Elkins, New Hampshire

&“ﬁ;ﬁfg’ﬁ‘“%%‘{’fn”d&&?‘;&?ﬁ““’% Left: This 1911 postcard shows the Field

m
the State of New Hampshire and one of the largest on record. & Stream award winner for Brook Trout.
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SMALL MOUTH BLACK BASS CUP THE ATLANTIC TUNA CUP BROOK TROUT CUP

P ted b i i Piesented Fred B. Alexander for the Record Presented by Warren H. Miller, Editor of Fierp
mgst:nill h’!oﬁ%bek’;unca\?;l:?su?s;nmfﬂg.” ord ' A!lmti?Cout Tuna caught season 1912, AND SteEAM, for Recordmgmak Trout caught
scason .

The 1912 Award Cups in the October 1912 Field & Stream Magazine.
These cups are made of bronze with the designs in hammered silver in relief. They stand from 12 to 14 inches high and were
designed for this Contest by the Art Work Shop, of Buffalo, N.Y.

After a couple of years, the prizes changed to more
conventional fishing tackle related items. Reels, rods
and lures were awarded as prizes. It was not until Sep-
tember 1937 that Field & Stream announced that
award pins were to be given as prizes the following
year. The award was called a “Badge of Honor.” What a
great way to allow fishermen to display their fishing
success. These first badges were marked with the
“Field and Stream” name on the front. On the back was
stamped the weight of the fish that earned the fisher-
man the badge. Twenty-five different fish were availa-
ble to be entered in the contest. The badges were
shown for the first time in the December 1937 Field &
Stream Magazine Issue. To enter, the successful fisher-
man would submit a notarized form to receive the pin.
Each year, the winners of the contest for each fish were
published in the following year’s magazine. Where,
when, the rod, the reel, the line and the lure used for
each winner was also included. Receiving a nice award
pin and having your name published in the Field &
Stream magazine surely contributed to the success of
this program.

s

LARGE MOUTH BASS CUP—NORTHERN

Presented by E. F. Warner, Publisher of Fisup
AND SteeaM, for the Record Large Mouth Bass
caught season 1912,

NFLCC.org 10



FIELD & STREAM starts
something new in the fish-
ing world—a tangible rec-
ognition of notable fishing
skill—a Badge of Honor to
every man who catches un-
usually large fish.

How to Qualify for the Awards

O every sportsman who lands a fish as large ~ Species Weight
or Jarger than those listed on the right will ~ Easrern Brook Trour . . . . . 4 pounds
be presented a Field & Stream Badge of Honor, Brown Trour . . .. ... ... 5 *

emblematic of this unusual achievement, It will

¢ Ramvpow Trour—Eastern . .. 5 7
be a splendid memento of a notable feat,

A . Ramnpow TrRoUT—WEsTERN . . . 10 ”

The entries must conform to all t.he'reqmre- LAKE TROUT .« » v v v oo ... 25 »

ments of the Field & Stream Prize Fishing Con- N A 5 »
test and are eligible, in addition, to win a prize AR e e

in that event, if they are among the sixteen Larce-Mourh Bas—Nortuery 6 7

species of fish included in the contest. Large-Moutn Bass—Souruery 7 7
Go to it, fishermen. Whether or not your weak-  LARGE-MouTa Bass—Frorma . . 10

ness is for trout, tarpon, bass or any of MUSKALONGE . . . . . . . . 30 7

the others listed, all you have to do is GreaT NORTHERN

catch “em big enough! Pe .......... is »
The Badge, with the weight of your

; WarLL-Evep Pike . .. 8 7
fish engraved on the back, will 3}9 STRIPED Bass . . . . . 25 »
sent to you with Field & Stream’s . »

; . CHANNEL Bass . . . . 40
compliments and you will automat- W ) .
ically become a life member in good SEUPEN. amaauE 8 .
standing of the Distinguished Fisher- Broersm. ... ..., 8
—_—- Tuna—ScHoor . . . . . 75

Because the Badge will testify that you Tuna—Gant . . . ... 400 *»
have caught a fish of the necessary size, and are MarLin (WHITE) . .. . .. .. Ty B
a member of the C}ub,'additfenal badges for SATLFISH « + o v oo o L 60 »
other fish of the same kind will not be sent to 5 »

- TABPON 5 o 6 & 5 5 6 4 5 o i e a 100

you unless you request it. But be sure to enter B g »
each fish in the contest for the sake of the prizes INRERHEL = 5 6 » @ 8 0« == =g
offered, Wanoo . . .. ... ... ... 0

Secure a prize fishing affidavit from your local sporting goods dealer, from a
current copy of Field & Stream or from the Distinguished Fishermen’s Club,

FIELD & STREAM, 515 Madison Ave., New York

NFLCC.org

Field & Stream announces their 1938 Awards Program in the September 1937 issue.
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The Trout

Field ¥ Stream
Angler’s

Badge of Honor

O EVERY sportsman who, between April 1,1937, and March 30,

1938, lands a fish of one of the kinds listed below, and of the

weight stated or larger, Field & Stream will award a Badge
of Honer, emblematic of his notable feat and of his membership
in the Distinguished Fishermen's Club. Entries must conform te
all requirements of Field & Stream’s Prize Fishing Contest, If you
do not know these, send 10¢ for back issue containing them, Your
Badge will bear finely executed model of the fish in question, and
will have the weight engraved on back. Only one Badge will be
given for each kind of fish, so just name the biggest one you have
caught of that species since April lst. Fill in and mail the afidavit
below, or an exact copy, if vou are eligible. (Incompleted affidavits
not aceepted.) A duplicate Badge in form of tie clasp or hill elip
will be supplied for §1.00, if desired.

Eastern Brook Trout . . 4 pounds Wall-Eyed Pike . . . . . spou'nds
5 il 7

Brown Trout . ., ... . Striped Bass . . . . . .. 28
Rainbow Trout—Eastern 5 " Channel Bass s 40 Y
Rainbow Trout—mWestern 10 " Weakfish . . ... ... y 7
Lake Trout ., . .....,25 Bloshsh o« a5 can g g 2
Small-Mouth Bass . ... 5 7 Tung~—8chool® . , ., .. 75 M
Large-Mouth Bass— Tung—Giant . . . . . 400 7
Northern .. . .. .. 6 Maclin (White} . . .. . 75
La:égwgouth Bass—m v B gg{g:é {Blue} . . .. 22‘!)) ,”’
OUinern . . . . . . . K 1 R B
Lar%e-%ouﬂ\ Bass—— o G garpgnh ........ I()g ::
orida . . # & onefish + . . .. .. ..
Muskalonge . .. . . .. 30 " Wabkoo oo v oo .. 40 7
Great Northers Pike . . 15 ™ Broadbill , . . . . . .. any weight

*Except Nova Scotia,

Have you caught one of these, as big or bigger? Then join the
Distinguished Fishermen's Club and get your Badge right away,
and note the tinge of green that appears around the gills of your
angling pals,

AFFIDAVIT

EDITOR OF PRIZE FISHING CONTEST
FIELD & STREAM, 515 Madison Ave,, N. Y. City

1 hereby swear that the following statements are the truth:
Kind of Fitho . ioveecinvciiinnn e . Weight
Length TR 1 [ NCONNON, - . ¢ |}
Where caught.....oocoooiviinii.

Give manufacturers’ nanes of tackle and jull specifications.

Rod wmsed ... ... cvveviei Reed

Line TR RS ORIS rieiniineniiiie oo Lure oy Bait

Canght by (Sigmed) ..o i

BEFOOE oo i Sl e SRS i 2 BT s
Sworn to before me this .. .. Te—— -, | {
Notas's: STERmrE s e DB

Fish witnessed and weight and measurements verified by: (Signatures
and oddresses}

Field & Stream exhibits their Award Pins in the December 1937 issue.
NFLCC.org 12
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ATTENTION: HONOR
BADGE WINNERS

Anglers whose catches have made
them eligible for a Field & Stream
Angler’s Badge of Honor can ob-
tain a duplicate badge in

form of a tie clasp, like cut ONLY
above, for............oocoeiiiii. 81
No tie clasp bought in any store at
any price could be as attractive as
this one to any holder of a Badge
of Honor. Especially appropriate
and serviceable for the coatless,
vestless days ahead. Send $1. to

FIELD & STREAM
515 Madison Ave. New York, M. Y.

An Honor Badge Tie Clasp Also Available in 1937.

In addition to the fishing badges, Field and Stream
also introduced another “Badge of Honor” in 1937.
These badges were to recognize sportsmen that have
shown success in Trap and Skeet shooting. Badges
were awarded for shooters breaking 50, 75 or 100
straight hits. Here again, the person who met the re-
quired minimum of target shots would submit their
notarized form to Field & Stream to receive the pin.

Get a

Field & Stream
Badge of Honor

for

Amateur Skeet &

Trap Shooters

TO EVERY amateur shotgun artist

who, since June lst, 1937, has actual-

: Iy broken 50 or more clay targets straight

without carry-over (handicap, practice
targets and shoot-off targets not included),

| in any registered or other State or Region-

al shoot, whether Trap or Skeet, Field &
Stream will award one of these handsome
badges. Badges for skeet will be gold-
bronze finish; those for regular traps
silver finish. In each class there will be

| three ba%es, one bearing the words 50

STRAIGHT for those breaking 50 to 74 ;

. another bearin%(the words 75 STRAIGHT

for those breaking 75 to 99 ; another for
those breaking 100 or more. These last

i will have the score engraved on the back.

The 1937 Field & Stream announce-
ment of Skeet and Trap “Badge of
Honor.”

Examples of the first “Badges of Honor” marked with only the Field & Stream name.

NFLCC.org
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Skeet and Trap Shooters “Badge of Honor” Award Pin Examples.

In 1943, Field & Stream announced that the off-
shore Big Game Fish class had been suspended. This
was during World War II and the Coast Guard had pro-
hibited offshore fishing. Also, the first prize awards for
other fish were changed from cash and merchandise to
US Saving Bonds. Field & Stream modified the award
program to once again include the offshore big game
fish in 1945.

Northern Stream and
Lake Fish Pin Variations.

Offshore Game Fish
Pin Variations.

NFLCC.org

Another change to the award program was made
in 1945. This was the introduction of new badge de-
signs. The person that caught the largest fish in each
category received a pin that, in addition to “Field &
Stream,” was also “Award.” Anyone that submitted a
fish to the contest that met the minimum weight re-
quirements received a pin marked “Honor Badge” and
a certificate. This new change allowed a larger number
of fishermen to receive pins. Some of the pin variations
are shown below with and without the Award or Honor
Badge markings.

Large Mouth Bass
Pin Variations.

Intercostals and Bay
Fish Pin Variations.




Field Stream was always looking for new ways to
promote the award programs for sportsmen. Anything
to increase magazine subscriptions was a candidate. To
this end, in 1948 a new spinning division was added.
The interest in fishing with spinning reels and spincast
reels was increasing at this time. The fish species bass,
northern pike, salmon, bonefish and trout were includ-
ed in this new category. /

In recognition that a large portion of the Field &

added Honor Badges for big game animals. This was in
1950. The first announcement included 10 big game
animals in the award program. Later 3 additional ones
were added. Minimum size requirements included the
number of points on antlers or the measurement of a
particular dimension on the animal. An “Award” badge
was given to the largest animal in each class. If the ani-
mal met the minimum count or dimension require-
ment, an “Honor Badge” was awarded.

Stream magazine subscribers were also hunters, they

FIELD & STREAM Presents:
BIG GAME
HONOR BADGES

A handsome award for successful big game hunters

Whether or not you are a regular subscriber to FieLp & Stream, you are eligible
to apply for a FieLp & StrReam BIG GAME HONOR BADGE, as a mark of distine-
tion among trophy hunters. We feel that the sportsman who takes a worthwhile
trophy, yet may not be able to preserve head or horns by the taxidermist’s art,
should have some sort of memento he can wear on hunting cap or jacket, one
recognized as honorable by his fellow sportsmen. ‘

If during 1950’s hunting season, or in any earlier year, you have taken a fine
specimen of any or several of the ten big game species listed below, simply clip,
fill out, and forward to us the affidavit below. Send with it one dollar in cash,
check, or money order to cover the cost of manufacture and mailing of your Honor
Badge; or send $2.50 for a one-year subscription to Field & Stream, which will
include your Honor Badge. This is not a contest, but a means of recognition of
skill in big game hunting. Address all correspondence regarding these awards to
Fieup & Stream Big Game Honor Badges, 515 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.

The Field & Stream Honor Badges for Big Game animals in the September 1950 issue.

Big Game Animal Honor Badge Award Pin Examples.

NFLCC.org 15



In 1962, the design of the award pins was once again
changed. This time it was the addition of different pins to

® ; MARCH 1962 = 35¢
allow someone to clearly distinguish the 1st, 2nd and 3rd ; !
place prize winners. The largest fish was now awarded a E |
gold plated “Award” pin. Second and third place were
T ' T

awarded silver-plated and bronze Award pins, respec-
tively. Anyone who supplied a notarized application
showing they had caught a minimum weight fish to enter
the contest was awarded an Honor Badge and a certifi-
cate. These new different-colored pins were featured on
the cover of the March 1962 Field & Stream magazine
(pictured right). 7
In addition to the design change to the pins in 1962,
the program was expanded. There was now a total of 579
prizes, 19 classes, including a special junior division. The
species of fish was increased to 78 and would be eligible
if caught in the United States and its Territories, Canada,
Bermuda, Bahamas and Mexico. Also added were line [
class awards. The largest fish caught in each line weight
class was awarded a gold Award pin. Freshwater Divi-
sion had five line-test classes of 4, 6, 8, 12 pound test and
unrestricted. Saltwater Big Game Division had six line
test classes of 12, 20, 30, 50, 80 and 130 pound test.
These award eligibilities lasted 8 years when in 1970
Field & Stream once again increased the fishing contest ;
details. A total of 825 prizes, 80 species of fish and a Cen-
tral and South America Division were included.

g Bides sw wiv. ais 905 sin

1

The March 1962 Field & Stream Magazine Cover Showing
Honor Badge and Award Pins.

Examples of the Bronze, Silver and Gold Award Pins.

The success of the Award and Honor Badge program prompted Field and Stream to add yet another pin se-
ries. This award program was for beginning bird shooters that had bagged their “First Bird” or “Wild Turkey.” In
1972, the first eligible game birds for a First Bird pin were Dove, Grouse, Pheasant and Quail. Later in 1977, Duck
and Goose were added.

Examples of “First Bird” Badge Award Pins.

NFLCC.org 16



Probably the most interesting item coming out of
the Field & Stream fishing contest awards program in
1972 was their introduction of a display case showing
all the award badges that were available. The case in-
cluded 51 fish pins, 5 bird pins, 10 animal pins and 3
pins showing examples of the gold, silver and bronze
award pins. Later 3 more bird pins and 2 more animal
pins were added to the case. There was only one of
these cases with the badges made. However, Field &
Stream would provide a photo in easel form for public
display in businesses if requested.

9993333999393’ VVVVVVVVV
E; The mark of distinction
for successful Big-Game
FIRST BIRD BADGES & iomione, @ lpen fo Ml Anglers
for %: Open toall sportsmen for : Janmary-December 1972
beginning & North American big s r
birdshooters game meeting certain ¢y F S
%, minimum requircments. ¢ ldde tream
DOVE & o
GROUSE & WHITETAILDEER ¢} ad
MULE DEER .
PH(?S:&NT g ELK—WAPIT! ‘:: . {&muml
8 PRONGHORN ANTELOPE & Fishing Contest
& GRIZZLY BEAR o 613 awards
& ALASKABROWNBEAR ¢3 25 classes
Wild Turkey %5 BLACK BEAR ) 80 species of fish
Honor Badge MOOSE 3
for & MOUNTAIN SHEEP :; WORLD WIDE
Suceessful % MOUNYA!NOGOA‘! L SR
Turkey Hunters CARIBOU A
(26-pound minimum weinii) % MOUNTAIN LION :a} _ SPECIAL
& ¢ JUNIOR DIVISION
OODODDOTDVVDDD wvnwshx xakksnrikks B

FINID K STREAM JUNE 1972 32z

The June 1972 Field & Stream announcing the contest
and showing the Badges of Honor in a display case.

To the right are photos of the display case show-
ing the Badges of Honor. There are 51 fish pins, 7 bird
pins 12 animal pins and 3 pins showing the gold, silver
and bronze award pin examples.

The final Field & Stream fishing contest was held
in 1977. This was the culmination of 68 years of pro-
moting a yearly fishing contest. The program had
evolved into a colossal event that taxed the bookkeep-
ing capability of the magazine. The results of the final
contest were reported in the April and May 1978 Field
& Stream magazines. This was a grand event with 344
gold “Award” badges awarded and the same number of
silver and bronze badges. The number of Honor Badg-
es given out for registered fish exceeding the minimum

NFLCC.org

weight limit must have been astonishing. There were
also the results for the “Honorable Mention for Best
Entries by State or Province” reported in the June,
1978 magazine that included 450 individuals with
their reported fish details. Field & Stream must have
been feeling the financial pain from the program be-
cause in their advertisements for the 1976 contest
there was now a $1.00 application fee required and
hunting badges would cost $1.00.

Field & Stream recognized that collecting the fish-
ing contest data in which the largest fish’s weight,
where it was caught, and the fishing equipment was
somewhat redundant to that being performed by the
International Game Fish Association (IGFA). IGFA had
been recording salt water catches since 1939. This re-
dundancy and the record keeping burden Field &
Stream had been experiencing in recent years prompt-
ed a change. So, on March 23, 1978, all the Field &
Stream records were turned over to IGFA and their
fishing contest ended.

17




Field & Stream

presents

A number of attractive awards for big game, fishing
and bird shooting are available from Field & Stream.

The Honor Badge program introduced over forty
years ago appeals to sportsmen of all ages. Mounted
in game room or on a sportsman's hat, the badge is a
distinctive touch and welcome recognition of achieve-
ment.

Each emblem comes in a bronze finish, except for
three special Award Pins finished in gold, silver, and
green bronze for Field & Stream Annual Fishing Con-
test winners,

(Duplicates of awards available in gold finish jewelry of various lypes.
Write for details.)

* * *
COST OF HONTING BADGES: ez
* * *
REGIg}fﬁOgﬁOﬂ hﬂld & Stream PICTURE
AanD
“‘2::?’ iaﬁm 67“‘ LINE/TIPPET
app!igation} Bnnugl Fishing SAMPLE

Contest

(85 species) (656 awards)

WORLD WIDE and STATE WIDE
SPECIAL JUNIOR DIVISION

January-December 1977 Open o all Anglers
Write today for free details. Indicate which information should
be sent: Fishing Contest/Wild Turkey/Big-Game/First Bird
Badges FIELD & STREAM, 383 Madison Avenue, New York,
N, Y. 10017

So, this is the history of the Field & Stream badges and awards. It lasted quite

awhile and there must be a lot of badges out there that were awarded. The table be-
low summarizes the time spans to help recognize when a badge was made.

Documenting this history has been a fun endeavor. As you can see in the photo

to the right, there are a lot of different badges out there to collect. My main interest
is early reels and lures. But, collecting these pins over the years has been a fun hob-
by in addition to reels and lures. You can see more details about these and other
badges and about reels and lures on my website https://luresnreels.com .

1937 to 1977
40 years for all pins

1937 to 1945

8 years of pins blank and not marked

“Award” or “Honor Badge”

1946 to 1977
32 years of pins marked either “Award”
or “Honor Badge”

1962 to 1977
15 years of gold and silver pins awarded

FIELD & STREAM NOVEMBER 1977

The 1977 contest announcement
in the November 1977 Magazine.

I"IELD & STREAM FRESHWATER RECORDS TO IGFA

Publisher Michael J. O’Neill, right, with Elwood K. Harry. IGFA President

n March 23, 1978, Fiewp &

water records. This changed when

heritage which must be passed on
carefully to future generations of
fishermen. IGFA is a highly dedi-
cated organization which will devote
the time and funds necessary to pre-
serve these priceless records. Ours
has been a close association since
turning over the saltwater records
to them in 1939, O'Neill said.

O'Neill turned over custodianship
of the records to Elwood K. Harry,
the IGFA President, at formal cere-
monies on March 23, 1978, at a
luncheon held at the 21 Club in
New York.

“"We are deeply appreciative of
this opportunity to add FiELp &
STREAM’s  voluminous freshwater
records to the many years of salt-
water records,” Harry said. "IGFA
has recently expanded its Fort Lau-
derdale facilities and in a short time
we expect to have the finest library
of fishing literature in this country,
perhaps in the world.”

IGFA is planning a museum to
house every species of gamefish in

STREAM mmed over its sixty-

eight years’ worth of fresh-

water gamefish recordkeeping
to the International Game Fish
Association.

The International Game Fish As-
sociation (IGFA) is based in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, and has been
the official recordkeeping organiza-
tion for all saltwater gamefish rec-
ords since 1939, when it was then
affiliated with the American Mu-
seum of Natural History. FieLp &
StrEAM had been the official record-
keeper of both freshwater and salt-

the task became too great for the
magazine to handle alone. The an-
nouncement that FIELD & STREAM
would turn over both its files on
freshwater records and all future
recordkeeping was made by Pub-
lisher Michael J. O'Neill.

“We have been the repository of
these records for a very long time
and it has been part of the great
outdoor tradition of our magazine.
In recent years it has become ap-
parent that the keeping of both the
freshwater gamefish records and the
saltwater records is an international

existence, and will also work closely
with the fifty states to achieve a
national and international system
of recordkeeping on freshwater spe-
cies as well as saltwater. A major
goal is to standardize rules and reg-
ulat;ons for weighing, measuring.
and identifying gamefish species to
be entered as efﬁc;ai records.
FieLp & STrREaM will continue to
report the world records each vear
—both in freshwater and saltwater
classes—from information which
will be supplied by the International
Game Fish Association. Crtan

The Field & Stream June 1978 article showing the records being turned over to IGFA.
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