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Frederick Malleson

and his multiplying fly reel

By Ron Gast

We hear the name Malleson as an early maker of
fishing reels. Unfortunately, similar to most reels
made by John Kopf, finding Malleson’s name on
these reels is almost nonexistent. Being able to
positively identify his reels has always intrigued me.
Thanks to Steve Vernon’s book “Antique Fishing
Reels,” I have gained some knowledge to help me

We then see Frederick marrying Nellie Faron in
1874. He had just turned 24 and now had in-laws
that would have been well known in social circles. [
would think that this would have allowed him to
make contact with other prominent individuals in
New York and perhaps his future partners.

identify them.

Fortunately, one of Malleson’s most famous
reels does have his name and reel patent
information on them. His “Patent Perfection
Treble Multiplying Reel” bears this information.
After studying this reel for some time, I became
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interested in Malleson and his history. Who was
this guy and what happened to him when he was
in the fishing tackle business is the subject of
this article. This article is intended to capture
relevant information about the man and his
history.

Most of the information here was obtained from
ancestry.com, newspapers.com, Forest & Stream
magazines and Google Books. To start with, we find
the first digital record of Frederick in the US Census
of 1850. He is recorded as born in New York and
was 2 1/2 months old on April 19, 1850.

The Reel News

1850 US Census taken on April 19 in Yonkers, NY, showing
Frederick as 2 months old.

As it turned out, less than a year after marriage
he was made a partner in the newly formed
business Conroy, Bissett & Malleson. What a great
opportunity for a 25-year-old man to be involved in
a soon to be famous fishing tackle company. The
name Malleson was now associated with the well
known Conroy name.
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A New Froon—The old firm of J. C. Conroy & Co,
. long known and esteemed us a leading house in the inunu'-
factur: of fishing tackle, has been succeeded by the new
hause of Conroy, Bissett & Malleson, at 65 Fulton strest,
Ihey have pa_z-rd special - atiention to their stock of new
. goods, emhiracing gvery variety of wares known to the
~trade end required hy the sportsman, Among many of
« 1he specialties may be noted the MeGinnis rads, Mullaly
-flles, ete., known ln the marker s most relishle and ser-
~yiceable artleles, ‘
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“Forest & Stream” March 11, 1875 article describing the
new Conroy, Bissett & Malleson business

The name Malleson now appears as part of a
fishing tackle business in magazine and book
advertisements starting in 1875. The factory is
listed as being on South 8th Street in Brooklyn, NY.
At this time, the sales room was located at 65 Fulton
St. Their first advertisements listed vom Hofe and
“Frankfort” reels, six strip split bamboo rods and
flies for sale. Like most fishing tackle companies,
the six strip split bamboo rods were the hot item
among fishermen.

The popularity of the split bamboo rod must have
been an inspiration to Malleson for a new
application. On March 18, 1879, he received a
patent for an archery bow made from strips of
bamboo. It is interesting to note that the patent was
in his name only and not assigned to the Conroy,
Bissett & Malleson business. This must not have
been an issue with the company because a year
later we see the bow being advertised with them.

- CONROY, BISSETT & MALLESON,

(Successors to J. C. CONROY & CO.)
65 Fulton Street, New York,

Invite the attention of Amateurs to the additions they have made to their
regular stock of Fine Goods, comprising in part

SIX STRIP SPLIT BAMBOO RODS,
For Trout and Salmon Fishing.
THE FAMED M'GINNIS BLACK BASS RODS,

made of Split Bamboo (new this season). Vom Hofe's Rubber steel
Pivot, Click and Salmon Reels. The celebrated ‘ Frankfort” Reel, &c.
Sole manufacturers of
MULLALYS PATENT FLIES.

The new style Cuttyhunk Bass Lines of extra quality.

Parties fitted out for the Adirondacks, the Maine Woods, Lake Superior,
Newport, Cuttyhunk, Pasque Island, West Island, Barnegat, &c.

Orders by mail will receive careful and prompt attention.

Factory, Foot South 8th Street, 2 Brooklyn, E. D.

Advertisement in the 1875-76 edition of “The Harvard

Index”

It looks like business for the Conroy, Bissett &
Malleson Company must have been good. In early
1881 they moved their factory from South 8th
Street to 136, 138, 140, 142 & 144 First Street. The
new location took up a whole city block. The
showroom was still at 65 Fulton St.

On the cover of the 1881 Conroy, Bissett &
Malleson catalog is a picture of their new factory.
They were apparently very proud of their factory
that has five floors and a basement. This implies
there must have been quite a demand for their
fishing tackle if this much floor space was needed.
The artist’s rendition of the factory shows a

large Company name sign over it. The sign

CONROY, BISSETT & MALLESON,
FISHING TACKLE AND ARCHERY,

F. MALLESON.
Arohery-Bow.

No, 213,434

Fo. 65 Tulion Street, Now Yorks
Factoriss, Brooklys, B D, Fied. l-_|=2.
Malloson's Patzmt Mew Model il T -
/

SPUT BAMBOD BOW ; /

Newest Models uod Bast Materialy,
Fino Arrows for Loag Bange Shoating
A SPECLALTY.

\  Bend for Catalogue.
Amm—n— ARCHER'S
HAND-BOOK
—AND—
Guide to Correct Shooting

ments to the lstter, made at (he Emnual
mesting, 1880,

. Mailed, poat-paid, on receipt of 250
©  Discount to Chubs.

Frederick Malleson’s March 18,
1879 archery bow patent,
right, and a May 1880
“Brentano’s Monthly Magazine”
ad showing Malleson’s 1879
patent bow, above.

Patented Mar. 18, 1879,

notes that their sales room was still at 65
Fulton St.

With such a glorious catalog being
published in 1881, you'd think the
company was pretty solid. As it turned out,
the Conroy, Bissett & Malleson fishing
tackle business was split apart the year the
catalog was published. Conroy & Bissett
were now running the sales department at
65 Fulton St. and Malleson was running the
factory on First Street. That's right, the
name of Conroy is no longer associated
with the supervision of his reel
manufacturing. Malleson is now in charge
of production and responsible for
supplying the Conroy & Bissett sales
department with product. All the fishing
tackle sales advertisements now only
showed the names Conroy & Bissett.

The Reel News
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The name Malleson had disappeared
from the ads. Malleson must have been
content with running the manufacturing
business and letting Conroy & Bissett
handle the sales. His letterhead below
shows he was the manufacturer of reels and
split bamboo rods at the location Conroy,
Bissett & Malleson moved to in 1881.

Frederick Malleson's letterhead in 1883
showing the factory at First Street
The Conroy & Bissett business lasted only
two years. In 1883, the business name was
changed to Thos. ]. Conroy. Malleson would
still be supplying reels and rods to Conroy’s
salesroom.

Some of the reels manufactured by the
Frederick Malleson business had a striking
resemblance to the earlier John Conroy
reels. They were brass with an S-shaped
handle with a rosewood knob. However,
rather than having the dome shaped rear
bearing cover typical of the earlier Conroy
reels, these reels usually had a removable
bearing cap for oiling the bearing. Most of
Malleson’s reels were made of nickel plated
brass. Some also had hard rubber end
plates. The most exquisite reels made by
him were constructed of German silver.

[t is interesting to note that Malleson

sometimes liked to use an abbreviation of his first

name, He often used “Fred’k” rather than

“Frederick” to mark his name on reels and business

papers.

May 2020
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1881 cat:albg front cover Showing the New Co,i t & Malleson
factory

MEssrs. CONROY, BissETT & MALLESON will move May 1 into their
new factory, & cut of which appears in thelir new and enlarged ad-
vertisement Of this week. A srﬁly-lncreesed bus<iness renders this
removal necessary. They hav

in the way of Jabor-saving machi
prices at which they are m furn
gte. Noitwithstanding the large torce of men working over-t-lm lhe
demand is greater than the .ﬁﬂ No mschinery has bsen

vented to take the place of work on the Hner

rods. These are entirely made by luum.

Forest & Stream April 21, 1881 article describing new factory

the reel can also be used as a free-running
multiplying reel suitable for casting for black bass.
Apparently, the reel was immediately put in
production right after the
application. Malleson was

A little over a year after

"CONROY & BISSETT

definitely eager to get his

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF .. e .

Malleson was in charge of
the fishing tackle
manufacturing business on
First Street, he applied for a
patent for a unique fishing
reel. On November 18, 1882
he applied for his patent. At
first glance, the reel
resembles a regular single
action fly reel. However, the
unique feature about this
reel is that it was actually a

FISHING 'TA
NO. 65:FULTON BTREET, N. Y.

Extra Quality’ B;-M are ineited to
and-
AStripHexagosal Mplit Bumboo s i-q.;s---u—y

BArt m...m OIS, Artificial Baits
Trout and Black Bae-

ra
PRICE, $26.00. it nllu..::u“ -ty
mdunlhamﬂ: HOLBERTON FLY BOOKS,
vable and excallent ‘ackle Boxes, Wading
Buperior te those 'p:s'u y; Shoes, etc., eten
by-u-c—ahn Mrl- 7 ESTABLISHED 10

Tents, Camp Stoves, Jack Lamps. ete.
Fine Trout, Black]fwmiﬂallm .Fkufruﬂydd,uwm

Sond 18 Cants for liustrated Catalogue

July 1, 1882 ad in “The American Angler" magazine
showing their location at 65 Fulton St.

new invention out in the
public. His first reel model
is very similar to that
depicted in the patent
application. A little over a
month after the filing the
patent application, the reel
appearsin an ad in Forest &
Stream magazine showing
the reel being available
from Wm. M. Cornwall.
Cornwall was a sporting

three to one multiplier. For every complete

revolution of the crank handle, the spool would
revolve three times. A multiplying fly reel is seen as
advantageous to many fly fishermen to retrieve line.
In addition to the multiplying feature, he added an
arrow head shaped click lever. By rotating the
arrow head shaped feature, the reel click could be
engaged or disengaged. The early ads describe how

The Reel News

goods dealer at 18 Warren St. in New York City and
was the biggest promoter of the new Malleson reel.
Cornwall was advertising the reel under his
company name and did not include Malleson’s
name. I'm not sure what the “0.C.” stands for in the
name for the reel, but that's how he listed it in his
catalogs and Forest & Stream advertisements.
These first reels were only marked “Patent Applied
For” and did not have Malleson’s name on them.
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Photos showing a Malleson marked reel. A unique
feature seen on the reel is the click mechanism.
Malleson favored a rotating mechanism to engage the
click rather than a sliding one as seen on other reels
made at this time. A quarter turn of the little knob on
the front plate rotates the triangular dog. The dog is
held in place by a spring loaded wire.

The Conroy & Bissett business lasted only two years.
In 1883, the business name was changed to Thos. J.
Conroy. Malleson would still be supplying reels and
rods to Conroy’s salesroom.

Some of the reels manufactured by the Frederick
Malleson business had a striking resemblance to the
earlier John Conroy reels. They were brass with an
S-shaped handle with a rosewood knob. However,
rather than having the dome shaped rear bearing
cover typical of the earlier Conroy reels, these reels
usually had a removable bearing cap for oiling the
bearing. Most of Malleson’s reels were made of
nickel plated brass. Some also had hard rubber end
plates. The most exquisite reels made by him were
constructed of German silver.

Itis interesting to note that Malleson sometimes
liked to use an abbreviation of his first name. He
often used Fred’k rather than Frederick to mark his
name on reels and business papers.

The Reel News

" — Full page for 1 issue, $150/ 6 issues, paid in advance, $825
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advertise in e P
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Contact editor Richard Lodge at reelnewseditor@yahoo.com
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One reel with the Malleson’s name
stamped on it is quite an exquisite
example of his work. It is made of
German silver and has a head
plate rim sliding adjustable drag.
This reel exhibits some of the
same features seen on Edward
vom Hofe reels at the time.

0. C. FATENT PERFKCTION.”

Mnlipiying Reel, Center Actlon,
Depressed Balance Handile,
Sufeiy Band, Adjosi-
nhls Clivk.

me and l will mail, registered, on re-
cwlpz of following prices,

4..mnmou 's?d“ ’3‘“ e

Rubber, Xickel Trinm T 8% ns 10 15

WM. M. CORNW ALL. 18 \Vdrren Street, New York City.
JOBBER IN FISHING TACKLE, GUN GOODS. SKATES, POCKET CUTLERY, &c.

Braes . caeonice covaes
Full Nicke! Plated. ..

The First Model Malleson “Patent Perfection” Reel Only Marked
“Patent Applied For”

The ad in the June 7, 1883 Field & Stream magazine, above, gives insight
into the reel sizes and construction materials. A total of 12 variations
were available. It is interesting to note that at this time that Malleson’s
reel was not offered in German silver. Malleson’s patent was approved
on September 4, 1883 shortly after the above ad appeared in Forest &
Stream. Here again, the patent was in Frederick Malleson’s name and
was not assigned to the Conroy & Bissett business. Although the reel
was profusely advertised in magazines and catalogs, it appears only few

of first models have survived.

The Reel News
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Nickel Plated Reels.

Haw Patant Miskal Plaied Stultipivig Canise

Fiaa Mallipizing Ralsnced 8 Handie, O Cup.
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DESCRIPTION.

e | DESCRIPTION.

HiBBARD, SPENCER, BARTLEIT ¢ 00 s ———————
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Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Co. 1884 Catalog
Showing Malleson Reels

Page

Frederick Malleson was having success in selling

his reels to sporting goods stores. In addition
William Cornwall, we see his reels in catalogs

to
by

Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Co (HSB) and Edw. K.

Tryon, Jr. & Son Co. One of his interesting ree

be seen in the following HSB catalog page. It’s listed

as the “Brown’s Kentucky” reel and resemble

Is can

Sa

B.C. Milam reel. This appears to be Malleson’s

version of the then popular Kentucky reels. This reel was German silver and sold for $24 each when the “Patent
Perfection” reel was selling for $90 per dozen.

May 2020

(Nn Model}

No. 284,217,

 F. MALLESOK.
PISHING BERIL. ,
Patented Sept. 4, 1883. .

Lreremor

bk

Frederick Malleson’s September 4, 1883 Fishing Reel Patent

Malleson improved his multiplying fly reel sometime in 1884. Magazine ads started appearing showing the reel
now with raised pillars. The ads state that the purpose of the raised
pillars was to increase the line capacity with a larger spool diameter
without changing the overall diameter of the reel. Here again, only
Cornwall’s company name appears in the Forest & Stream ads.

TREBLE MULTIPLYING REEL,

WWITHE
Ta the Timndsomest
. e

\ The“0.C.”New Mol PaentPfatin

TTACHMENT,

and it practieal

el M

Fné]:ringm its points of excellence:
mter Aokl

T n::_}“n:. e m"'m:;

nde Muudle, revoiviiy

§Erolesting motal uhlin’:i. o chiance for

\ Dot the handle,

! Froble Dl altipl

J suieinies (332 he Rollioh ss shia

! & Treble Muitiplymg ¥roe-Bunuing
s v oA Bl e B

“F-orest & Stream” May 16, 1884 mag;ai’ine
ad showing the “New Model Patent
Perfection” reel

The Reel News

William Cornwall was the biggest promoter of the reel. He took out
multiple ads in the Forest & Stream magazines and featured the reel
on the cover of his fishing tackle catalogs. Cornwall must have
realized that this unique reel would benefit his sales.
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THADE PRICE L1sT 31 24 " IRADE PRICE LIsT.

SNEW YORK ™ PIRNT AJUALITY, DRASS MULTIFLYING REER.
8 Smaens | avaver Haxoek, Usscrew Orr Cer, Apsostanie Ispex Crick.

Bress,  Nickeled.
1 39.00

No. 28L.— 23 vurds, rplute valy ) per d zen,, .,

' fas—an ¢ 41,00
(OLD MODET, 60 yaris) (NEW MODEL, 80 yards.) YA = 00 44.00
“0. (L PATENT PERFECTION REEL. ) 40, (. PATENT PERFECTION REEL. # . #9.00 é;gg
‘ S 085130« i
“0. C.” OLLD MOLEL, PATENT PERFECTION REEL.
Centre Action Multiplying Reel, Flush Balance Handle,
. Adjustable Click. :
Herstofore the mechanism of all Mnlriplying Reels necessitated the placing
the handle BELOW TAE OTNTRE; in dousequence, » Multiplying Reel coull never ber
nsed suecessfully in cither iy or minnow casting, as the line wonld most surely
estols npon the hundle, ‘This cnunot oceur in using the * Patent Perfection,” for
it not only multiplies from the centre, but the haudle is fally protected by a pro-
jecting metul baad.  Another decided advautage peculiar 6 the Petent Perfection
Beel 13, that by weans of the adjnstable index (which lies batween the lundle and
the reel plate), it can be changed in n sscond, from a {ree running Multiplying to o
Click Multiplying, or visa versa.
' Prsx,  FulNicwsiol.  Sick Trimniages “NEW YORK™ FIRST QUALITY, BRASS NULY(FLYI G REEL, (S0 Tards..-For Dlack Dass.)
40 yards, per d0ZeD, +ueeraneeiianneenann. 857.00 G5.00 96.00 . S Smesb Bavaxor Hasore. Uswirw Cri Cor, Ansosraste Staie CLic.
60" ¢ 8 w3 A £3.00 71.00 102.00 No. :’G:!_ 4'0 yards, por dozon,. .. . ceeen. Rrass, 39.00 Nickled, 47.00
S0« w 5 69.00 77.00 119 00 piy- -y G T AROD « 5000
w0 o ivesiieaiees . 73.00 §3.00 126.00 « 985100 « - ey i;x §3$
Norz, —But few of the ubove * Old Model " zemain,  Specinl disconnts will be made, 5o oxder anrdy, : A6 — a0 “ . s -‘:l‘ﬂ‘! C “ﬁ““

“0. C.” NEW MODEI‘J’ PATENT PERFECTION REEL.

While retuiuing the meehanism of the “OWl Jiodel Patent Vexfection,” the Neww | William M. Cornwall 1885 Trade Catalog Page

Model have bean fuproeed as [ollows: They are ebanged to Trelemnltiplyers, and . :
run as freely as l.hc"t)ld style of balance handle veels.  They ave made with Reaised - ShOWIng Malleson Arrow Head Click on a

Pillars, whiell permits the spool to be extended and the carrying capacity is thus Multiplying Reel
inereased fully ane-third, while the waight of the rveel is greatly seduced.
Titbher, with
Brama, Full Nivcoled. Nickel Tri ing
« 40 yards, per dozen,: S57.00 65 00 46.00 & S
TaoTw PP 63.00 71.00 102.00 = ol TEEER SR ey o
80 « “ 69.00 77.00 119,00 S
100 « @ 75.00 83,00 126.00

William M. Cornwall 1885 trade catalog page showing 2 models of
Malleson’s multiplying fly reel

The transition of the first model to the second model of the
“Patent Perfection” reel can be seen in the 1885 William
Cornwall dealer catalog. A catalog page shows that either reel

was available in four sizes and three different construction 0. " FIELY PULISIED, CLICK REEL, (50 Yards Flate.)
= . & . Basep Proranm, Provecrep Haxpry, with Apsustapie INDEX CrLick, (can be
materials for a total of 12 different models. It is interesting that il S SR R s o
. y No. 182.—40 yards, (plate ouly,) nickel plated, ror dozen,.... ... .c...uie. 484
the prices for the old model were the same as the new improved “ 1850 " . . = - S0

< 18450

model.

The arrow head click mechanism found on the “Patent
Perfection” reel can also be seen in the 1885 William Cornwall
trade catalog on Malleson multiplying and single action fly reels.
It should be noted that at this time Malleson was manufacturing
a large variety of reels in addition to the “Patent Perfection”
reel.

*4. (27 RUBBER (LICK REEL, BRASS TRIMMINGS, (60 Yards)
5 " Beass Trimmimgs. Nickel Trimmings,
No. 100.—23 yards, (plate only.) per dizen.e.o.ee ... 18.00 2400

William M. Cornwall 1885 trade catalog page, at right, showing

Malleson arrowhead click on a fly reel YW “ - 2000 - 2600
“ 103.—00 " . 2200 28.00
“ UH.—S0 L. 2400 80.00
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W. BARTLEET & SONS

(¥sTaBLISHED 1750,

MANUFACTURERS OF TESTED FISH HOOKS,
INCLUDING
PERFECT EYED HOOKS,
THE “ARCHER" BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES.
FISHING RODS AND TACKELE, etc., ete.
IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT,.

Eleven Gold and Prize Medals Awarded.
Maxeractory : Aspey Mines, Revorron (WHoLESALE ONLY).

Sele Agents for Fredk. Malleson's

American Hexagomal Built Came Salmon and Trout Rods

WII'H THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES.

AVA
VAY

IN SECTIONS OF EQUILATERAL
TRIANGLES. THESTRONGEST BALANCE, POWERFUL ACTION, AND
FUSSIBLE COMBINATION, UNBQUALLED FOR DURABILITY,
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes only being
worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof cement is used; and ence
dried the picces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared varmish is also used, which renders
the rods absolutely waterproof.
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected by means
of a nﬁw AND REGIS ED SERRA’ FERRULE, drawings of which are herewith

given —

SECTIONS UNITED., PERFECT

Fig, A shows the Serrated Ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on, Fig, 8
shows the same ferrnle with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the metal from cutting
through the cane. 3

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON® are the very Best and
Chcarest American Cane.Built Rods in the Market. “They can be obtained from any Fishing
Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom, ™

SPECIALITIES,
THE * IMPERVIOUS " WATERPROOF SILK DOUELE TAPER SWITOHING LINE.
*GRESHAM” PURE PLAIT SILK LINE.
REG’D No. 53026 CAST BOXES in 2, 3, 4, and 5 compartments.
PATENT CASTING MULTIPLYING REEL.

Loxpox Hovse (WhoLesais oxcy):

H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.

eontore Whlesale Agent for Mallwk's Patent Casting wwd other Reels and Gafs.

1886 “Fishing Tackle” book ad showing W. Bartleet & Sons
as sole agents for Malleson rods

The Reel News

W. BARTLEET & SONS,

(Established 17500

Abbey Mills, Redditch, England.

MANUFACTURERS OF THE

CEILEERRATED

Fish Hooks, Enmel Silk Lines,
Trout & Salmon Flies, efc.

FRED. MALLESON,

Sole Agent for U. S. and Canada.
BROOKLYN. E D.N.Y.

“Forest & Stream” October 7, 1886 ad showing Fred
Malleson as sole agent for Bartleet & Sons

A July 1889 Boston Globe newspaper article
reported a new corproration had been formed
in Montague, Mass. The name of the company
was “Malleson-Bartlett Rod Company” with
Malleson as the president. This Bartlett name
is not to be confused with the Bartleet name
that Malleson already had a relationship with.
It is not known for sure what the relationship
was between this new business and the
existing Montague City Rod Co. | would
speculate it was a technology transfer of
Malleson’s split bamboo manufacturing
processes to the Bartlett group. Malleson was
obviously aware of the financial problems
that were confronting both his and the
Thomas J. Conroy businesses.

17



Vol. XXX No. 3 orcaonline.org May 2020
2 Bicofyn, &, . g,(ﬁ@éf 24f s
BeTmen ¢ 5O/ S rerl,

%ﬁﬁmm of =oor
FREDERICK MALLESON,

e MANCHACTURER OF ~nee
FISEINE BREEZLS,
Split Bamboo Rods, Fine Wood Rods,
Hooks on Gut, Leaders, Flies, Landing Rings, &c.
134, 138, 140, 142 & 144 FIRST STREET,
Opposite Homsevelt 3t Parry House, Brooklyn, E. D.

’,, .y ——— e 2 i e o ¢-ons -~
Frederick Malleson in 1886 showing his name on the factory. Malleson apparently did not stay in the
building on First Street after 1886. The Brooklyn directory shows him now located at 375 Kent Ave. starting in 1887. A
Frederick Malleson letterhead from June 1890 shows his business location as 375, 377, 379 & 381 Kent Ave.

Frederick Malleson’s company B T

Solo Agont

letterhead in 1890, at right, showing his For Unitat Sinton and Cunada: FREDERICK MALLESON,

addresses on Kent Avenue in Brooklyn. "‘“%’mm FISHHI!I KGE[S, Sp]ﬂ% Bamboo Rﬂdﬁ, Fine Wood P\Ddﬁ,

HOOKS OoN GUT, &c.

ron
WH. BARTLEET & SORS',

etataatact Fha Bk Nos. 375. 377, 379 & 381 KENT RVENUE,
-'wilz:am;h:gwm, C%aaaé/ Z, I 4 %,__——
June 30, I*90

T PaTENT PERPRGTION.

“Patant Perfoction™ Contral Action Treble HMutiplying Reel, Adjuslable

Click,

Sl Mot u:‘ Hiiver,

Fez Doz Ter Doe. Per Doz,
DY o o ns o v bR 26000 $90.00  867.00
8 % ... 67.00 000 7200
B 2 vws ok cme w g 7200 10600 7800
s 75,00 1200 8400

Horetofore the mechanisin of all Muliiplying Reels necomitated the Incing
the handle below the centre; in consequence, a Multiplying Reel m]rr never
be ueed succwssfully in either fly or mimow casting, as the line would most
surely eateh upon the handle, is cannot occur in using the * Patent Per-
fection,” for it not unly multiplies from the centre, hut the handle i fully pro-
teeted by a p mjccﬁn;g metal band. Another decided sdvantage peculiarto the
*“Patent Perfoction ™ Reel, is that by means of the adjusting index (which Jies
between: the handle wnd-the reel plate), it can be changed in a secoud from a
{rec running Multiplying to u Click Multiplying, or vice verss,

In 1888 is the first time we see the “Patent Perfection” reel advertised as
- being available in German silver. In Edw. K. Tryon, Jr. & Co.’s 1888

~ catalog, the reel is shown as available in nickel, nickel and rubber and

. German silver.

Wm. M. Cornwall 1888 catalog cover
showing the Malleson reel
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In 1886 Malleson wanted to expand his business. He
reached an agreement with W. Bartleet & Sons in
Redditch, England for them to be “Sole Agent” for the
Fred’k Malleson split bamboo rods in the UK. Similarly,
he was made sole agents for their products in the US and
Canada. Malleson’s split bamboo fishing rods were a
major part of his business.

Itis interesting to note that Malleson wanted people
to know that he was the manufacturer of his fishing
tackle. To that end, the name of the factory on First
Street previously shown on the cover of the 1881 Conroy,
Bissett & Malleson catalog now shows only his name as
the manufacturer. An 1886 Frederick Malleson invoice
shows a picture of the factory with his name on the sign
on top of the building.
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Malieson’s rod and reel faclory, which is localed
contigaous to the fire, was the sgene of confusion
appronching a panic duriug the progress of the
firo.  Mr, Malleson employs some ity or sixty
girls, besides other holp,and it was with the utmost
difficulty that the exclicment could be culmed
down. As i1t waos, work for the day bad to bo
abandoned, and it will be some days before the
business of this enterprising concern will resume

115 wonted activity.

We get some insight into the size of Malleson’s
manufacturing operation in 1889. A Brooklyn newspaper
article reports the scene around a building fire adjacent to
the Malleson factory on Kent Avenue. It was reported that
approximately 50 to 60 girls were working in his factory.

roy, J. C. Conroy &
Conroy & Bissett, and i

this noted concern has supplied the wants of
lers in every section of the country, and we feel
thers is no lack of sympathy for ‘them in their

1881tand assumed conbrol of the manufacturing
ment,

porary.

THOMAS J. CONROY'S ASSIGNMENT.—It is with muc
regret, that will no doubt be shared by thousands of a,ngli
lers throughout the United States and Canada, that we
announce the assignment of the old and well-known fish.
ing tackle house of Thomas J. Conroy, New York. Es-
tablished nearly 6 years ago by the original John Con-
roy, the firm has changed ifs title a number of times and
was variously known as John Conroy, J. & J. C. Con-
Co., gé)mi;oy, gii;ett & Malleson,
83 it too, € present style, |
Thomas J. Conroy. During this long tezI'Jm of yga:re,’. _

ang- | 4

= ~ ~ Ok 7 189 7
5 pres- | Oedr Tl
ent trouble. It is hoped that a speedy settlement will be |
arrived at and that the old concern will once more caber |
to the angling fraternily. Asa sequel 1o this, and no
doubt caused by it, we learn that Mr. Frederick Malleson,
fishing tackle manmufacturer of Brooldyn, N, Y., has also
failed. He was formerly connected “with the firm of
Conroy, Bissett & Malleson, but separated from them in
depart-
We are unable to state how disastrous these fail.
ures are, but frust the embarrassment will be only tem-

QRO, BAMP, Soscetary and Teeavaror.

PRED'K MALLERON, Prevident.

THE

FRED'K MALLESON

Fishing Tackle Co.

TREMTON, ONEIDA CO,,

New York.

J Lazar ﬁﬁ’r: /;‘w_'(:,A-‘, f ;{u/ 2eef

Malleson’s letterhead in 1891 shows a picture of
the new factory in Trenton, NY. It is not known
for sure how much of Malleson’s tackle business
moved to Trenton and which product lines
remained at 375 Kent Ave. in Brooklyn. It appears
that the use of the factory in Trenton was short
lived.

Shortly thereafter, the Thomas J. Conroy fishing tackle
business failed. Since they were one of Malleson’s best

customers, this also resulted in his company’s failure. The

failures of the two businesses was reported in many sporting
goods publications. Apparently, Malleson was able to recover
from the business failure and resume manufacture of fishing

tackle. It was reported that in 1891 that the Frederick
Malleson Tackle Company relocated from Brooklyn to

Trenton, NY. The move must have been for only certain
products in the Malleson tackle line since the business is still

Details about the end of the Malleson fishing
tackle business in the 1890s is detailed in a 1930
book entitled “History of Massachusetts
Industries.” It states that the Malleson’s rod
business was acquired by Montague City Rod
Company in 1893. They also acquired the reel
business in 1898. This would have been the end
of the Malleson fishing tackle business. The 17
years of the Malleson fishing tackle business was
over.

shown in Brooklyn according to “The Sportsman’s Directory”

in 1891, 1892 and 1893. Trenton is located approximately

130 miles from Brooklyn.
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products, in its own mill,

In 1889, four years after the original company was incorporated, the
Ambherst plant of Eugene P. Bartlett was acquired, and the next year
Thomas H. Chubb, who had been manufacturing fishing tackle for many
years at Post Mills, Vt., sold his business to the Montague City Rod Com-
pany, thus enabling the latter concern to manufacture its native wood
In 1898 the rod business of the Malleson Rod
and Reel Company, of Brooklyn, N. Y., was acquired, and five years later
the reel department of the same concern was purchased, which permitted
the Montague concern to provide the tackle trade with a large portion of
its requirements.

Malleson was 48 years old in 1898 and the
fishing tackle company he founded was no longer
his. However, with 24 years of tackle related
experience, he was able to find employment. The
1898 Brooklyn City Directory shows Malleson as a
fishing tackle salesman. The 1900 US Census also
shows his occupation as “Fishing Tackle.”

Details about the end of the Malleson fishing tackle business in
the 1890s is printed in a 1930 book entitled “History of
Massachusetts Industries.” It states that Malleson’s rod business
was acquired by Montague City Rod Company in 1893. Montague
also acquired the reel business in 1898. This would have been the
end of the Malleson fishing tackle business, marking the end of a

17 year run.

{ excesslve haut.

<!
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Fred. Malleson,

Fred Malieson, at one time a well-lknown
Lastern District business,man and polliical
worker, dled suddenly on Wednesday night,
at Hall's Hotel, Manhottan, His death was
atirlbuted to o ge%eral collapse, due to the
Some yenrs ago he was the
head of the firm of the Fred Mnlleson Tigh-
ing Tackle Company, that eorried on a large
manufacturing business on Kent dvenue near
Broadway, Of gyecent years he has ‘been
interested in several enterprises, monc of
which were very successfnl and at the time
of hls death he was representing 2. Philadel-

{ phia business hiouse as a traveler. A wife

and six childven survive him. His wife Js
the daughterof Thomas Faron, at one time
City Comptroller and just before hig death,

{ engineer at Prospect Park, The interment

took place on Saturday at the family plot

| in Evergreens Cematery. Mr. Malleson was

§2 years old,

Brooklyn Times Union July 8, 1901 obituary for
Frederick Malleson

At left, an
example of how
some of
Malleson’s rods
were marked.

The Reel News

Based on his obituary, it looks like he was
employed by a business in Philadelphia. This could
have been his old customer Edw. J. Tryon, Jr. & Son
or another fishing tackle supplier. Regardless, till
the end, he was able to be involved with the type
of work he enjoyed - selling fishing tackle.

Like most great business entrepreneurs,
recognition of his innovation and success does not
come until years later.

|, for one, am glad | now have a better
understanding of the life and accomplishments of
Frederick Malleson.

Frederick Malleson Brooklyn, NY City Directory
Chronology

— 1874 - Clerk in Brooklyn, NY City Dir.

— 1875 to 1877 - Fishing Tackle at 65 Fulton St.,
home in NJ, listed in New York City Dir.

— 1878 to 1881 - Fishing Tackle at 65 Fulton St. & S.
8th St., home at 117 Yates Ave,, listed in Brooklyn Dir.
— 1882 - Fishing Tackle at 65 Fulton St. & 136 1st St,,
home at 117 Sumner Ave,, listed in Brooklyn Dir.

— 1883 to 1886 - Fishing Tackle at 136 1st St., home
at 153 Keap St. Brooklyn, listed in Brooklyn City Dir.
— 1887 to 1891 - Fishing Reels at 375 Kent Ave,,
home at 137 Ross, listed in Brooklyn City Dir.

— 1898 to 1902 - Salesman Fishing Tackle, home at
460 Throop Ave,, listed in Brooklyn City Dir.
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