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DR. GRANVILLE E. MEDLEY AND
THE MEEK FREE SPOOL REELS

By Ron Gast

Granville Eustace Medley was born in
Hopkinsville, Kentucky on May 5, 1854. He was
the son of Isaac Medley Jr. and Caroline Edwards
Medley, both born in Virginia. Isaac was a farmer
by occupation according to the 1860 Hopkinsville
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“The Southern Kentuckian”
Newspaper - January 3, 1882

Census. As you
will see in this
article, Medley
had a broad
range of
technical
knowledge and
interests. Even
though he was
a dentist by
trade, his other
interests were
in mechanical
design and the
outdoor life.
Granville was
granted eight
patents in his
lifetime, three
of which were
related to
fishing reels
that would
eventually be
produced.
Medley
attended the
Baltimore
College of

Dental Surgery and graduated with his doctoral
degree in 1878. The title of his thesis was
“Circulation of the Blood.” You can already see that
he was interested in how things worked. His first
practice was in Baltimore, but he moved to
Hopkinsville in 1882 and practiced there. He
partnered with Dr. A.P. Campbell and practiced
with him until Campbell’s death in 1886.

The first digital record of Medley being
interested in something other than dentistry was
only about one year after returning to

(¥o Hodet) .
G. E. MEBLEY.

OAR DOTPLING.
Ne, 278 33

Patsnted &pr. 17, 1888,

-

Medley’s First Patent in 1883

Hopkinsville. He was granted a patent on April 17,
1883 for an automatic car coupling for rail cars.
The “Report of the Railroad Commission of
Kentucky” published November 30, 1883
describes Medley participating in the Chicago
Railway Exposition held in June of that year, where
he exhibited his car coupler.

A couple of years later, Medley was granted his
second patent. He and fellow dentist Dr. M.W.
Williams patented a driving and clutch mechanism
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G, B, MEDLEY & M. W. WILLIANS.
LATEE.

No. 518,778,

Patented May 26, 1885,
el

Medley was
exhibiting his
innovative ideas by
receiving patents,
but he was still
making a living as a
dentist in
Hopkinsville. His
previous partner,
Dr. Campbell, had
died in 1886.
That same year,
he bought the
successful
practice of Dr.
R.R. Bourne, who
was retiring.
Medley would
continue
practicing
dentistry while
still delving into
ways of
improving a
fishing reel.

Some of the
interesting
events in
Medley's life
were captured in
the local
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“Semi Weekly Southern
Kentuckian” Newspaper - April
16, 1886

As Mr. L. L. Buckser and Dr. G,
T Medley were  driving down Maln
steeet Tuosday ovening  their howse
became nnmanageable, from a brokeu
shaft. The suimal started ab afu-
ricus gait down the stroel and ran
inio & earriage which was in the net
of tuming in front of the Opera
House, The carriage was struck
broadside and knocked offthe front
wheols. The body was turned over
on its side, with is ocoupanis, 8
young Indy sud gentleman, who werel
about fo alight to enter the Opera
House, Thoy eseapad by coming out
through the upper door and forin-
aately wors not injured, the
young lady was badly & ad,
They sttended the show as if nothing
had happened. Mr. Buekner and Dr.
Medley swero thrown from the buggy, |
but were not hurt beyond some paine
ful braises, The velicles were bad
demolished, - They were beth {he

operty of Mr. Buckner, whose loss
will be about $250 or $500.

5

“Hopkinsville Kentuckian” -
March 14, 1890

Medley’s second patent, in 1885 newspapers. One

such event
occurred while
he was riding
with L. L. Buckner. Mr. Buckner was the owner of a
livery and feed stable and sold horses and buggies.

for a lathe on May 26, 1885. This was an early
indication of Medley’s interest in a clutch
mechanism.

He received his first
patent related to a
fishing reel on August 3,
1886. It was a simple

Medley was an outdoorsman who enjoyed
hunting and fishing. The Hopkinsville newspaper
captured the
results of his

spool attached to arod 1
tl?at wound the fishing recent dove hunt. |, I);;a& f;mﬁﬂd;fﬂ;f dmsm. o a,,w‘,m;;
s T BAYE
line by pulling a spring This was in dove shooting, having bagged 833
loaded Cord_ The hne apparently Tin three afterncons of last week,
before the daily spending only one hour each afler
was wound on the spool e o the Buld.  Mr. Mercer'
in a ratcheting fashion bag limits for ?,;’;f o 19 g:,; zt{ D gié‘g“?'
‘emi Weekl Southern by successive pulls of migratory birds. w“’m“;i% % m?;“&? Pf;m - ﬁ{!:
Kentuckian” !f March 30 the cord. It was Medley’s st Wras are julges G Uy piort,

1886 interesting, but would
not be very appealing to
a fisherman. Medley
thought the existing concepts of how a fishing reel

should work needed to be challenged.

“Hopkinsville Kentuckian” April
5, 1890

vision of an
automatic reel
came to fruition
during the 1890s.
It included the thoughts that were manifest in his

Page 12



March 2018

previous patents for a lathe clutch and for a spring
loaded retrieve mechanism. The automatic reel
was truly an innovative design. The patents for his
first production fishing reel were granted in
August 23, 1892 and March 12, 1895 while Medley
lived in Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

Building the reel shown in Medley’s 1892 and
1895 patents would require multiple
manufacturing capabilities. It appears from the
August 10, 1897 newspaper article (below) that

orcaonline.or

{¥e Model) 2 Sheets—Bhest §

&. E. ¥EBLEY,
FISHING REBL.

Patented Lug, 23, 1852,

Ne. 481,330,

_ Ipfugtie
| CrwnvelteL Medley

Medley’s 1892 Automatic Fishing Reel Patent

Medley and a C.R. Adams had formed the
Combined Automatic Reel Company to
manufacture and sell the reel. Adams was a horse
breeder and tobacco farmer in Hopkinsville. There
was a dissolution of their partnership, but a
reason is not given. This was two years after
Medley had received his 1895 patent, ample time
for him to have embarked on a plan to have the
reel produced.

Volume XXVIII, No. 2

The R
dissolution of the
partnership
between Medley
and Adams had
apparently
occurred after
they had
employed the
services of
“Home Novelty
Manufacturing
Company” to
make the
automatic reel.
The last page of a
brochure for the
reel states it was
made by “Home
Novelty
Manufacturing
Company” in St.
Louis, Missouri.
A notice in the February 13, 1897 “The Age of
Steel” magazine states that Home Novelty
Manufacturing Company was making “a new style
fishing reel.” This was apparently Medley’s
automatic fly reel.

@. E. MEDLEY.
TISEIVG REEL.

Fs, 535,388, Patentad Mar, 18, 1805,

Medley’s 1895 Automatic Fishing
Reel Patent

The new reel company formed after the
dissolution of the Medley and Adams partnership
was the “Medley Reel Company.” The nameplate on
the Medley Combined Automatic Reel and other
views of the reel are shown below.

Shown below are a few pages of the automatic
reel’s brochure, or what we would today refer to
as the user’s manual for the reel.

An article in the April 29, 1898 “The Daily
Kentuckian” described Medley, the entrepreneur,
and his automatic reel’s history and highlights. It
states that Medley had formed “The Medley Reel
Company”
with two
partners in
Hopkinsville,
KY. His
partners
were Chas. M.
Latham, a
local
merchandise
store owner,
and Lucian
Davis, the
Hopkinsville
City Clerk.

(Medley Autmatlc Reel photo
courtesy of Bill Graves)
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The article states that orders for
the reel were pouring in and that
the Medley Reel Company sold
the rights to sell the reel.
Simmons Hardware bought
selling rights for most states out
to California; Thos. ]. Conroy, for
New York, Pennsylvania and the
New England states; and an
unnamed Baltimore firm, for
Virginia and Maryland.

About a year and a half after
the Medley article appeared in
the April 29, 1898 “The Daily
Kentuckian” newspaper, there
was a large fire in Hopkinsville
as reported in the September 29,
1899 issue of “The Tennessean”. -
One of the businesses destroyed -
was the Medley Reel Co. Medley ‘
did not manufacture the reels
there, but would have
maintained an office and
possibly a reel inventory. It's
interesting that Medley’s loss
was for a reel company and not a
dentist office. He may have had a
dentist office at another location
or simply not practicing at this
time. Medley was no longer advertising in the
local newspaper as a dentist and was apparently
receiving a handsome income from reel sales.

After the fire in Hopkinsville and the loss of the
Medley Reel Company office, Medley moved to
Gracey, Kentucky, about 10 miles west of
Hopkinsville. It was in Gracey where Medley
would meet his future wife. The October 18, 1901
“Hopkinsville Kentuckian” newspaper reported
that in Nashville, Medley married Ora Baker from
Julien, Kentucky. Julien is about 3 miles south of
Gracey. When they were married, Medley was 47

For Bait Fishin g.

Afte: a ﬁ;h sirikes put the reel in. gutomauc
: Operxnon and after playing him as leng as
umsa:y ftel him i ‘mdl one hana by altar-

‘Crosp the tod and
_the put the reel fn n

Pages of the automatic reel’s brochure, or what we would today refer to as
the user’s manual for the reel.

years old and 25 years older than Ora. She was
born on July 18, 1879.

1901 turned out to be a good year for Medley.
Not only did he get married, but he also received
his patent for a clutch for an automatic free spool
bait casting reel, granted on November 26, 1901.
He assigned one-half of the patent to Gipp
Watkins of Gracey. Gipp was a business
acquaintance and a salesman and supplier of
heavy farm equipment for the Frick Company.

The patented reel would be marked “Medley’s
20th Century Kentucky Reel” The name implies

Page 14



March 2018

orcaonline.org

Volume XXVIII, No. 2

RS

New Sprm@:
GoodS

sssortments of new Spring Goods. Never be-
fore have we been able to offer so many induce«
meuts in either style, variety or price, . . .

Bran New Patterns

That eannot be fonnd af any other hoase in the
city. Don’t wait for the Spring rush, See
our goods and getprices. . , . .

we - Carpets.
Open ‘

———

. Reliable Maes, Only these makes which
we can guaraniee are sllowed in our sioek.
Any pattern you select will be first—class. | . »

WM of

EEEC M.LATHAM

hernT——

We bave opened for inspection our complete -

13009, Frinkel’s loss on stock of goods 8

Medley’s Partner C.M. Latham’s Ad in the “Hopkinsville

—

FURIOUS FLAMES.

dMysterions Forty Thousand Dellar
Fire nt Mopkinsville.

HOPKINSVILLE, Scpt. 28.—(Special}~Fire
wns giscovered about 4 o'clock this morning
in the small yard in the rear of the large dry
goods cstublishment of Sam Frankel, {n tho
Benrd Block, on the northwoest corner of Main
and Eilghtl siveels, and before the fames
eould bLe gotten under contrel by the fire
brigade over $#0,000 worth of pmiwri;r wis
destroyed, Tho origin of the fire s o mys.
fery. A lot of boxes were piled In the rear
yard and thesge were in flames and the fire
had penetrated {o Frankel's store belore It
was discovered, The toin] losses are eall.
mated at over $40,000, with {nsurance gheout

$30,008, with $18,000 imsurance. Capt. Beard.
owaer of the buillding, loss $4.000, Insurance
22,508; Hopkinsville Mercantile Company, ad.
jolning Frankel, loas §$1,200, fully Insured.
Other iosses, C. M, Latham, Dr, George Camp.
hell, Dr, J. M. Dennis, offices and furniture,
{otal loms, weil insured. Bonts & Anderaan,
carriage buliders, and the Madley Reel Conie
pany are the other lasers. The bullding will
be repalred at once, The origin of the fire Is

Kentuckian” May 3, 1895

he was bringing the classic
Kentucky reel into the next
century. Naming new inventions in
1901 as a “20th Century” item
seems to have been a fad that year.
Looking at newspapers from this
time period, you can see this term
used on a lot of things. Some
examples are shown below.

The Medley reel’s 1901
invention included an automatic
clutch. This means that during a
cast, no effort or action is required
by the caster to put the reel in free-
spool mode. The reel automatically
goes into free spool mode simply
by the line rotating the spool as the
line is cast out.

Unmarked versions of the
Medley reel have also been found
with the click button also on the
rear plate.

It was about this time that
Medley entered into an agreement

At right, Medley’s wedding
announcement in the
“Hopkinsville Kentuckian”
October 18, 1901

heing investigated,

“The Tennessean” September 29, 1899

MEDLEY-BAKER,

Popular Deatist and  inveator
Weds a Julien Belfe,

D G B, Medley, of Gracey, aad
Miss Ora Baker, of Julien, were
married in Nashville, Teon,, Wed-
nesday morning. at 10 o'cleck. The
marriage occurrad at the Maxwell
House, Rev, John O. Rust officrat.
mg :

i was uot an clopement, as the
bride's mother, Mra. Julla Baker,
and other relatives and. friends ac
companied  the bridal party.
Among these were Miss Berta
Baker, the Uride’s sister, Miss
Mary Naace and Mr, Lewis Wes
tera.

Dr. and Mrs. Medley, after lunch
at the Maxwell, departed  for
Louisville, where D, Medley will
losate for the present. In Decsme
bar{'they will go to Florids tospend
a portign of the winter,

. Py Medley formerly practiced
deatistry in this city, but slege his
tuvention of the celebrated »Medley
Reel,™  had " derived © haddsome

brumette, preity, accomplished and

vivaclolis. She has been & reign:

or three yoars dgo.
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with B.F. Meek & Sons to manufacture
his “20th Century Kentucky Reel.” The
reel would contain the main free-
spool features of his 1901 patent. The
Medley reel is marked as a No. 3, but is
actually the same size as a Meek No. 4.
The 1901 patent was subsequently
acquired by B.F. Meek & Sons and
incorporated into their product line
about 1915. Information about the
history of the relationship of Medley
and B.F. Meek & Sons can be seen in
the 1916 Meek catalog.

Because of the presence of the
Medley reel clutch mechanism, a
typical sliding click could not be
installed on the reel’s front end plate.
In order to incorporate a click with the
reel, it had to be added to the back
plate. Another design feature that
Medley incorporated was an
aluminum spool. An aluminum spool
has less rotary inertia than a German
silver one and therefore is easier and
faster to start rotating during a cast.

A second reel was also made for
Medley by B.F. Meek & Sons. This reel
resembles the large German silver and
hard rubber salt water reels they
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After the fire, Medley
was still involved with
the city and people of
Gracey as reported in the
“Hopkinsville
Kentuckian”. He and his
friend Gipp Watkins were
elected officers as
Trustees in Gracey. They
also went hunting and
fishing together as part of
the Gracey Hunting Club.

Around 1904, Medley’s
interest turned to land
developing in Gracey. He
and another group of
stockholders formed the
Gracey Mining Company.
They had performed
testing which showed the
presence of fluor spar

Medley’ 1901 Fishing Reel Patent

manufactured and sold at the time. The reel has
the same patent date and “20th Century Kentucky
Reel” markings as the No. 3. This reel also has a
unique handle. It has a short length side for fast
retrieving and a long length side with a larger
knob to allow the fisherman to apply more torque

for landing a fish.

The year 1901 may have been a good year for

Medley, but 1902 can be called

(fluorite), zincand lead in
the Gracey area. Later
newspaper articles
reported that the mines

were having success in extracting these items.
Medley was now 50 years old.

Medley’s friend and partner in the Medley Reel
Company, Charles Latham, was selling the Medley
reels out of his store in Hopkinsville. Latham died
December 19, 1904 and his store inventory was

purchased by C.R. Clark in Hopkinsville. Clark

a bad year for him. Once again,
his business is wiped out by a
fire. This was reported in the
June 27, 1902 “Hopkinsville
Kentuckian”. Medley’s dental
office and his friend Gipp
Watkins’s building and store in
Gracey were destroyed. The
other bad news was that the
company manufacturing his
automatic fly reel had gone out
of business. The Home Novelty
Manufacturing Co. was

reported dissolved in 1902 in
the “Obsolete American
Securities and Corporations,
Second Volume” published in
New York. Further production
of the Automatic Reel would
require finding a new

gy R i
The name “Medley’s 20t Century
Kentucky Reel” implies he was bringing
the classic Kentucky reel into the next
century. Naming new inventions in 1901 as
a “20th Century” item seems to have been
a fad that year, with this example from the
July 7, 1901, Louisville Courier Journal.
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owned the local grocery store. Included in the

inventory was the remaining
store stock of Medley reels.
From the ad in the December
12, 1905 “Hopkinsville
Kentuckian”, it states that
Clark had planned on
manufacturing the reels, but
was unsuccessful in making
arrangements. He advertised
the Medley reels were for sale
in his store. Clark lowered the
price of each reel from $25 to
$2.50 in an effort to dispose of
the lot.

Having income from his
mining investment and from
his reel royalties and sales
probably dictated Medley’s
future plans. His favorite
pastime was hunting and
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fishing and was probably why he had moved to
Cadiz in 1905. Cadiz was a small country town
about 20 miles west of Hopkinsville near Lake
Barkley and the now “Land Between the Lakes
National Recreation” land. He lived there for a
couple of years and then moved back to
Hopkinsville in 1907. He must have preferred the
country life because he and his wife moved back to
Cadiz a year later. This was the last mention of Dr.
G.E. Medley in the “Hopkinsville Kentuckian”
newspaper. For all intents and purposes, he was
no longer part of the social circles in Hopkinsville.

It is interesting to note that even though Medley
wasn’t mentioned in the Hopkinsville newspaper
or city directories, he must have moved back there
around 1920. Medley received his 8th patent on
June 8, 1920 while in Hopkinsville. The patent was
for “Speed Change Gear” which was essentially a
manual transmission for a car. He was now 66
years old.

As previously mentioned, B.FE. Meek & Sons had
made the “Medley’s 20th Century Kentucky Reel”
for Granville Medley. This is described in the 1916
B.F. Meek & Sons catalog. The catalog also
describes how the company had acquired the
rights to use the patent. B.E Meek & Sons
incorporated the patent into two of their reel
models — the No. 3 and the No. 34. Pages from
1916 B.F. Meek & Sons Catalog are shown below.

A comparison between the inside of the Medley
reel’s head plate and that of one from a B.F. Meek
& Sons No. 4 shows the similarity. The Meek No. 4

orcaonline.org

Volume XXVIII, No. 2

had an
engraved
owner’s
name and
date of
1904
which is
only a
couple of
years after
the Medley
reel was
made. The
major
difference
between
the two is
the Meek
No. 4 did
not have a
free-spool,
but did
have a
sliding
click. The
Medley reel does not have a click or drag as part of
the head plate.

When B.F. Meek & Sons sold the company and
equipment to Horton Manufacturing Co. in 1916,
they also included the rights to the November 26,
1901 free spool patent. Horton Mfg. Co.
incorporated the design into the Horton Meek
numbers 2, 3 and 4 as an option for each reel. The

free spool was included in the

“Medley’s 20t Century Kentucky Reel,
Gracey, KY”

=

18 Must Be Earpad

Therefore, We Cannot Afferd te Cut Quality

Meek No. 6 and the Simplex No.

B. ¥. MEEX & SONS, LOUISVILLE, XY. = 33 i

B. F. MEEK & SONS, LOUISVILLE, KY.

34 as a standard feature. The

 The Meek No. 3 Free Spool Reel

L nm samme stze mﬂ Zenaral am:eaxmee as the No. |
8 Meekl

The Free Spool Mechanism s the “cluteh principls,” |
“and sutomatie in {ts action. The spool is always dis-

nected from the gesting, except when windingin |
- tho Hne, and always ready for the cast, tharefore, the
reel starts sasisr than any other Fres Spool Resl,

The lne {5 wonnd in as m&n an ordhm*: 1sel by
turning the handle, -

Thess reels huve been tbnmg!aiy tested by expert

Simplex No. 34 Free Spool Reel

"Free Spool" marking can be
seen on Horton Mfg. Co. Meek
numbers 3 and 4 and the
Simplex No. 34. The Horton
Meek numbers 2 and 6 also had
the free spool feature, but were
not stamped “Free Spool”

tenmnatment enetm; who ruwud them verm satis-

factory.
About twelye years agoe we mada 2 lat of ¥Fres Spool
. Reels for the inventor. We have recently examined
& number of them that havs besn in use for twelve
Yeurs, and found thoinin Srst-class condition, showing
70 percepiible wear, ¥, W& are
 that this reel will prove 1o be the most durable reel of
wmd mm &ms «ver been placed on the muﬂmt

" recently, but can naw supply the demand for & Frae
Spoal Reel that is first-class {n every particular.

‘This patent was fssued to Dr. G. E. Medley, November ::‘

281901, and we believe wovers thoroughly all reels
nade with an sutomatie chuteh.

Standard reel hox drags Cannet be nmde with cm.k.
’.E\im,!aéﬁ without m H deslxed :

?RICE

- Cork Wood Arbor..
Reel with Two Spools..

Patented :h.x}y 5, 1004, and Houmber 26, 1901.

3;18’}1:&% 1?691 is the samo size and appnm:uce as t!m No.
The ?rea Spoal Mechanism Is the Clutch prineipis
and automatic in its action. The set of casting aute-

The aaﬂng\s
bﬂlwam o winding in the lins.

tion, wa

wear, iy
are satisfied tzm this x'a&iwm prove to be & very dmr | -
able and serviceable reel. .

Wa have racently secured the use of this patent,
and can now supply the demand for a Free Spoo! Resl
that is first-olass in every enlar.

This patent was issued to Br. G. X Medley, ‘?ovm
ber 26, 1801, and we balieve thoroughly covers sll Reels
‘made with an Automatic Giutch.

© PRICE
With German Silver Spoo

the ring from the spool.
X d to the specl
bmzt twelvs yoars age ws made a lot of Free Spool

Reels, using this prineipie. We have recently sxamined | -
anumbet of a;hem, and fnd them in first-class copdi- |

The clutch mechanism in the
B.F. Meek & Sons reels, as well
as the Horton Mfg. Co. reels,
was very similar to, but not
exactly identical to the Medley’s
reels. The Meek reel’s clutch
disc pressure plate is preloaded
with two springs. Medley used
a cantilever spring plate to
apply the preload. The clutch
discs of the two reels are also
slightly different.
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Unmarked Medley ree, left and above.
Photos courtesy of Bill Muth

The Medley Reel clutch mechanism
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The Chance of a Lifetime

TO BUY A

~  BIG REDUCTION.

An ad and story

MEDLEY REEL.

1 purchased the em..n:r lot ef 51«{‘@)1 % from H.r
T M. Lathum's y 3
ture them, but did not ﬁu.‘cmi £ era-mgarmw
sments for that parpese.  Now wishing {o give sl of
my friends mn opportunity to buy these famons reels
for tesx than cost of manufacturing sarse, 1w Y sell
thewn for the sum of

» $2.50 Each. ¢

These Roels have been sold as Righ o 35588, Tan
redor you {0 such noted Rshervien as Huonter Woed,
Jr., Wo A Glase, T, 3. Tate and muny sther local
spertamen, Nothing better s make a Christmas
present o & friond.  Get in sour order a8 they won't
ast long, and this will be the Iast oppertunity yeu
will ever have to buy one at ths priee.

On Sale at Planters’ Hardware Co.,
and Clark & Johnson’s Grocery.

: -1 from the
; A _+_ ..| Hopkinsville
E 3
gﬁﬁe on Medley Resls to Kentuckian”
*  Close Them Out, . newspaper,

I Mr. C R. vlark, whemmseéef

Mr.C. M. Latham’s administrator
the entire stock of Medley reels, is
now offering them at $2.50 each.
This reel is the best automatic reel
. on the markst, and, at the greatly
reduced rate, chey will go like hot
cakes. Read the ad, which appears
aiaewiamia -this issue of the Ken-
tﬁ&iﬁi&m iqr full mﬁémt.;ﬁn.

1905

December 12,

Aletter written in 1945 by Mrs. Ora Medley to
the owner of the Medley bait casting reel shown
above gives insight into Granville's life. The letter
implies that after the fire in Medley’s Gracey office
in 1902, the reel was no longer made. Like a lot of

in the US, Canada and England was on April 20,
1895 in Canada. The reel is marked “PAT. US,
ENGLAND and CANADA” so it was probably
produced after 1895. Home Novelty
Manufacturing Company was making the reel in
early 1897 according to

the February 13,1897
issue of “The Age of
Steel” magazine. The reel
was marked
“Hopkinsville, KY.” The
last mention of the
Medley Reel Company in
Hopkinsville was in the
September 29, 1899
“The Tennessean”
newspaper. It reported a
fire had destroyed the
company. It seems the
three years from 1897
thru 1899 would be a
good estimate when they
were made. Even though

plates

these dates, we weren't there so we'll never know
for sure.

So a good question would be “When and how
many of the Medley reels were made?” It can be
said up front that the exact dates and quantities
are not known. We can use heuristic reasoning to
estimate the dates, however.

For the “Automatic Reel,” we know several
dates. The last patent date for the patents issued

A comparison of the Medley No. 3 and a B.F. Meek & Sons No. 4 Reels front

Home Novelty was
actually making the
reels, future orders to
them by Medley after the
fire probably didn’t happen. Also, Medley left
Hopkinsville and moved to Gracey after the fire.
The “20th Century Kentucky Reel” was patented
on November 26, 1901 and the reel is so marked.
This obviously means it was made after this date.
Even though Ora’s letter above states that Medley
made the reel in Gracey, we know from the B.F.
Meek & Sons catalog that they actually made the
reel. Medley may have done the reel assembly or
boxing the reel for sale.
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mechanisms

This could be what Ora Medley is referring to.
Here again, we weren't there so we'll never know
for sure. The other consideration is the fire that
occurred to Medley’s office in Gracey in June,
1902. Since Ora Medley’s letter states the reel was
made for only a short time, it is safe to assume
that it was only made for one year. Like the
“Medley Automatic Reel,” the Gracey 1902 fire
probably caused Medley to cease orders from
Meek. The number of reels made is another
question. We do know that B.F. Meek & Sons were

NG REELS ©0O B ASSEMBLED.

Horton Mfg. Co. No. 2 and No. 6 reels showing free-spool

B.F. Meek & Sons Photo from March, 1911 “Sporting
Goods Dealer” Magazine

very efficient at producing quality reels. An
example of Meek’s production capability can be
seen in the photo below taken from the March
1911 “Sporting Goods Dealer” magazine.

B.F. Meek & Sons Photo from March 1911
“Sporting Goods Dealer” Magazine

Photo of the Medley No. 10 reel, courtesy of Steve Vernon

Although the photo above was taken about 9
years after the Medley reels were made, it is still
an indication of Meek’s production capability.
They were undoubtedly making more reels in
1911 that in 1902, but their expertise in
producing quantities of quality reels had been
proven.

The serial numbers of three reels I'm familiar
with fall in a fairly tight grouping. There are two
bait No. 3 casting reels with serial numbers 418
and 421. The No. 10 size salt water reel has a
serial number of 434.

It will be interesting to see if any more of
Medley’s reels show up. Like a lot of the other
quality reel makers and inventors, we will
continue to learn more about them. Dr. Granville
Medley has earned his place as an important
contributor to fishing reel history.
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To see more photos and information
concerning Medley reels, please visit my website
page concerning these reels.

https://luresnreels.com/medley.html
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